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What I like in a good author is not what he says, 
but what he whispers.

                                                          — Lo gan Pearsall Smith

Karla Olson and Read Local

GENERAL MEETING

Monday, April 26, 6:30 pm
All meetings are on the 4th Monday 

of the month at the County Health Facility

located at 3851 Rosecrans Street in the

Sports Arena area. 

See the web site for directions.

 www.sdwritersguild.org

Wolf at the door

JOHN C. WOLF---A WIRED
PRESENCE FOR THE GUILD

by El len Shaw-Tuffs

Our March 22 Guild meet ing fea tured John C.
“Jack” Wolf, the Penasquitos res i dent who ap peared
some what as a time trav eler from the vast Internet
world.

Wolf has forged a col or ful past ca reer path as an en -
gi neer. U.S. Air Force nav i ga tor, gui tar ist, tenor sax -
o phon ist, ed i tor, au thor, pub lisher, critic and web
weaver bug. From this “ebeing,” we heard his adroit
and re source ful take on “The Wired Au thor” as he
shared his internet ex pe ri ences us ing slides and pro -

fes sional piz zazz.

Wolf de scribed the “Wired Au thor” as a com puter
user who can main tain through his web site a pres -
ence with com pel ling clar ity. “Your web site is your
ad dress,” he said, “and use it with care and dis cre -
tion.”

About 10 years ago, Wolf started his own on-line au -
thors site. “The Fox and Quill” (www.foxandquill,
com), a spe cial site for those who love writ ing to
com mu ni cate – and it's suc cess has been al most phe -
nom e nal.

The Fox and Quill is part news let ter, part e-Zine. and 
Wolf likes to think of it as an “e-Rag,” in jour nal ism
par lance where di verse voices can be heard.

The San Diego Writ ers/Ed i tors Guild will
have their monthly meet ing with Karla
Olson, the pres i dent and founder of Read Lo -
cal. There is of ten a thin but firm line be -
tween the ed i to rial and mar ket ing goals for a
book – a line that the ed i tor or writer on a
book must walk very care fully. 

Which is more im por tant: What the au thor
wants to say or what the read ers want to
hear? Packager and pub lish ing con sul tant
Karla Olson of BookStudio shares her suc -
cess strat e gies for build ing mar ket ing op por -
tu ni ties into a book with out com pro mis ing
the au thor’s voice or mes sage. 

She will lay out the ba sic steps for cre at ing a
mar ket ing plan that will guide ed i to rial, and
shares tech niques for build ing goals and
mar ket ing op por tu ni ties into the pages of the
book. 

Con tin ued on page 2 . . .
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Georganna Han cock
Ed it ing/Writ ing/Pub lish ing

858-571-5390

A Writer’s Edge
www.writ ers-edge.info

Let Me Pol ish Your Prose For Pub lish ing

Free Con sul ta tions

From the Rab bit
War ren

by Sam War ren, pres i dent

When I was talked into be com ing the pres i dent of
the Guild this year, I thought it would be a walk in
the park. The Board would do all the work and all I
had to do was stand up in front and in tro duce the
guest speaker of the month.

How ever, that was be fore we lost our news let ter ed i -
tor, Shel ley John son-Labertew. She and her hus band 
not only ed ited the news let ter but they also did all
the lay out. As I was the ed i tor and graphic de signer
for the news let ter a few years ago, I tem po rally
stepped up to bat. 

Help, some body! I don't have the time for two jobs.
Surely there must be some one out there with a com -
puter who would love the job. It's easy. All you have
to do it throw it to gether and the Board will do the
rest. Oh! And we need a Guild his to rian also.

“It's won der ful.” said Wolf, “for in stance, our April
is sue fea tures a writer from Mac e do nia. We love to
share re views, cri tiques from all over the world.”

A few tips:
• Don't use so cial net works such as Facebook to ad -

ver tise or mar ket your writ ing!

• Join  groups and so cial ize with as many other
writ ers as pos si ble!

• If you hear about a writ ers con fer ence that ap -
peals, be sure to check out the fac ulty for in teg -
rity! He rec om mended the La Jolla Writ ers
Con fer ence as a par tic u larly  good writ ers con fer -
ence. Re mem ber, keep up on the lo cal area writ ers 
work shops and con fer ences – but be sure to check
them out as to the in teg rity and pro fes sion al ism of
the or ga niz ers. 

• Don't as sume that a doc tor ate is nec es sary to teach 
at lo cal col leges. Many re quire a mas ters de gree
and you can join the fac ulty for many ben e fits in -
clud ing the .edu ad dress. (Wolf cur rently teaches

“Lo cal Area Net works” at Na tional Uni ver sity.)

Sax o phon ist Wolf per formed “the Wiz,” a mu si cal at 
the Escondido Arts Cen ter in April and he will per -
form with the Pomerado Com mu nity Band dur ing
May.

Wolf .................................Con tin ued from page 1
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For cur rent in for ma tion on
what is go ing on in the San
Diego writ ing commuinty, 

go to:

www.SDWriteWay.org

Thank you . . .

Rick Pe ter son and help ers for your most won drous,
com plete and ac ces si ble SDWEG Di rec tory! As
usual it's beau ti fully ed ited with care... no mat ter if
we can't dis cern where the cover sits on the color
wheel. Like, pis ta chio? Or Poor Man's lime? Or
Lima Bean green? It's a doozie! – Peggy Lips-Kaz
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A Way
With
Words

by Rich ard Lederer

The Word Magic of Lewis Carroll

The smash ing suc cess of the Tim Bur ton-Johnny
Depp film Al ice in Won der land is vivid ev i dence of
our fas ci na tion with Lewis Carroll’s work for al most a 
cen tury and a half. Al ex an der Woollcott wrote, “Not
Tiny Tim, nor Falstaff, nor Rip Van Win kle, nor any
other char ac ter wrought in the Eng lish tongue seems
now a more per ma nent part of that tongue’s her i tage
than do the high-handed Humpty Dumpty, the wist ful
Mad Hat ter, the some what ar bi trary Queen of Hearts,
the eva sive Cheshire Cat, and the gently pa thetic
White Knight.” 

Why, we may ask, does the work of this girl-dot ing
bach e lor ex ert such a pow er ful hold on our col lec tive
imag i na tion? 

Al though an a lyz ing Lewis Carroll’s fan ta sies is
like try ing to dis sect a soap bub ble, surely one source

of their en dur ing ap peal to chil dren of all ages is their
spe cial sense of won der about lan guage. Carroll
showed a par tic u lar ap ti tude for mak ing up blends by
merg ing two words and be head ing parts of one or
both. He called these in ven tions port man teau words
be cause he loved to scrunch two words into one as
clothes are crammed into a port man teau, or trav el ing
bag. The most fa mous ex am ple of Lewis Carroll’s fac -
ile gift for blend ing is his “Jabberwocky” poem,
which be gins:

‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
  Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
  And the mome raths outgrabe.

When Al ice asks Humpty Dumpty to ex plain the
word slithy, he an swers: “Well slithy means ‘lithe and
slimy.’ You see, it’s like a port man teau – there are two 
mean ings packed into one word.” Dumpty later in ter -
prets mimsy: “Well, then, mimsy is ‘flimsy and mis er a -
ble’ (there’s an other port man teau for you).” Two
words that ap pear later in “Jabberwocky” have be -
come en shrined in dic tio nar ies of the Eng lish lan -
guage – chor tle (“chuckle” + “snort”) and ga lumph
(“gal lop” + “tri umph”). When we to day eat Frogurt,
drink Cranapple juice and Fruitopia, and chew
Dynamints, we are shar ing Lewis Carroll’s gi nor mous 
de light with port man teau words.

Hoffman Photographic

Con tinued on page 4 . . .

News from San Diego
Writ ers, Ink

Executive Di rec tor Judy Reeves, who has been at
the helm of San Diego Writ ers, Ink for five years, is
re sign ing her po si tion. She's been of fered the op por tu -
nity to pub lish a re vised edi tion of her first book and,
she says, the time has come for her to de vote more
time to her own writ ing.

Judy will con tinue to serve as ex ec u tive di rec tor un til
her re place ment is found to en sur e a smooth tran si tion
and con tin u a tion of SDWI's ser vices. She'll also con -
tinue to teach and lead work shops and will re main
deeply in volved in the organization.

Mem bers of the Ink's Board of Di rec tors have formed
an Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Search Task Force and are ac -

cept ing ap pli ca tions for the po si tion. More in for ma -
tion is avail able on www.sandiegowriters.org website
for those in ter ested. 

Though we'll miss Judy's en er getic lead er ship, we
view this as an op por tu nity for our or ga ni za tion to
grow and de velop in a way that best serves the writ ing
and lit er ary arts com mu nity of San Diego. We've built
a strong foun da tion and we're ex cited to move into our 
next phase. As al ways we ap pre ci ate your thoughts
and comments.

Nicole Vollrath and Vic to ria Melekian
Co-Pres i dents, San Diego Writ ers, Ink

GUILD DIRECTORY CORRECTION

Mag gie Mar shall's e-mail should read:
maggiemarshall2@gmail.com
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Board of Directors
May Meeting

The San Diego Writ ers/Ed i tors Guild will have 
their monthly meet ing with Larry Ed wards, a lo -
cally suc cess ful free lance writer. His topic is:
Free lance Writ ing – How to Make a Small For -
tune. It will fo cus on tips and tricks for writ ers
who want to get paid for their work, from news
sto ries to books.

Larry Ed wards is an award-win ning au thor, ed i -
tor and jour nal ist. He works as a free lance
writer, book ed i tor and writ ing coach. He is the
au thor of two non fic tion books, short sto ries, an
un pub lished mem oir, and thou sands of news pa -
per and mag a zine ar ti cles. 

Larry won Best of Show hon ors from the San
Diego Press Club in 1994, 1997, 2004 and 2005,
as well as nu mer ous first-place awards from the
So ci ety of Pro fes sional Jour nal ists and San
Diego Press Club. He is also a judge for San
Diego Book Awards. 


