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What | like in a good author is not what he says,

but what he whispers.
— Logan Pearsall Smith
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Karla Oison and Read Local

Wolf at the door

JOHN C. WOLF---R WIRED
PRESENCE FOR THE GUILD

by Ellen Shaw-Tuffs

Our March 22 Guild meeting featured John C.
“Jack” Wolf, the Penasquitos resident who appeared
somewhat as a time traveler from the vast Internet
world.

Wolf has forged a colorful past career path as an en-
gineer. U.S. Air Force navigator, guitarist, tenor sax-
ophonist, editor, author, publisher, critic and web
weaver bug. From this “ebeing,” we heard his adroit
and resourceful take on “The Wired Author” as he
shared his internet experiences using slides and pro-

fessional pizzazz.

Wolf described the “Wired Author” as a computer
user who can maintain through his web site a pres-
ence with compelling clarity. “Your web site is your
address,” he said, “and use it with care and discre-
tion.”

About 10 years ago, Wolf started his own on-line au-
thors site. “The Fox and Quill” (www.foxandquill,
com), a special site for those who love writing to
communicate — and it's success has been almost phe-
nomenal.

The Fox and Quill is part newsletter, part e-Zine. and
Wolf likes to think of it as an “e-Rag,” in journalism
parlance where diverse voices can be heard.

The San Diego Writers/Editors Guild will
have their monthly meeting with Karla
Olson, the president and founder of Read Lo-
cal. There is often a thin but firm line be-
tween the editorial and marketing goals for a
book — a line that the editor or writer on a
book must walk very carefully.

Which is more important: What the author
wants to say or what the readers want to
hear? Packager and publishing consultant
Karla Olson of BookStudio shares her suc-
cess strategies for building marketing oppor-
tunities into a book without compromising
the author’s voice or message.

She will lay out the basic steps for creating a
marketing plan that will guide editorial, and
shares techniques for building goals and
marketing opportunities into the pages of the
book.

Continued on page 2 . .

GENERAL MEETING
Monday, April 26, 6:30 pm
All meetings are on the 4th Monday
of the month at the County Health Facility
located at 3851 Rosecrans Street in the
Sports Arena area.
See the web site for directions.
www.sdwritersguild.org




Wolf ..o, Ctinued from page 1

“It's wonderful.” said Wolf, “for instance, our April
issue features a writer from Macedonia. We love to
share reviews, critiques from all over the world.”

A few tips:
e Don't use social networks such as Facebook to ad-
vertise or market your writing!

» Join groups and socialize with as many other
writers as possible!

 If you hear about a writers conference that ap-
peals, be sure to check out the faculty for integ-
rity! He recommended the La Jolla Writers
Conference as a particularly good writers confer-
ence. Remember, keep up on the local area writers
workshops and conferences — but be sure to check
them out as to the integrity and professionalism of
the organizers.

» Don'tassume that a doctorate is necessary to teach
at local colleges. Many require a masters degree
and you can join the faculty for many benefits in-
cluding the .edu address. (Wolf currently teaches

“Local Area Networks” at National University.)

Saxophonist Wolf performed “the Wiz,” a musical at
the Escondido Arts Center in April and he will per-
form with the Pomerado Community Band during
May.

From the Rabbit
Warren

by Sam Warren, president

When I was talked into becoming the president of
the Guild this year, | thought it would be a walk in
the park. The Board would do all the work and all 1
had to do was stand up in front and introduce the
guest speaker of the month.

However, that was before we lost our newsletter edi-
tor, Shelley Johnson-Labertew. She and her husband
not only edited the newsletter but they also did all
the layout. As | was the editor and graphic designer
for the newsletter a few years ago, | temporally
stepped up to bat.

Help, somebody! | don't have the time for two jobs.
Surely there must be someone out there with a com-
puter who would love the job. It's easy. All you have
to do it throw it together and the Board will do the
rest. Oh! And we need a Guild historian also.

Thank you . ..

Rick Peterson and helpers for your most wondrous,
complete and accessible SDWEG Directory! As
usual it's beautifully edited with care... no matter if
we can't discern where the cover sits on the color
wheel. Like, pistachio? Or Poor Man's lime? Or
Lima Bean green? It's a doozie! — Peggy Lips-Kaz

For current information on
what is going on in the San
Diego writing commuinty,
go to:

www.SDWriteWay.org

Georganna Han cock
Editing/Writing/Publishing
858-571-5390

A Writer’s Edge
www.writers-edge.info

Let Me Polish Your Prose For Publishing
Free Consultations




A Way
With

Wonrds

by Richard Lederer
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The Word Magic of Lewis Garroll

The smashing success of the Tim Burton-Johnny
Depp film Alice in Wonderland is vivid evidence of
our fascination with Lewis Carroll’s work for almost a
century and a half. Alexander Woollcott wrote, “Not
Tiny Tim, nor Falstaff, nor Rip Van Winkle, nor any
other character wrought in the English tongue seems
now a more permanent part of that tongue’s heritage
than do the high-handed Humpty Dumpty, the wistful
Mad Hatter, the somewhat arbitrary Queen of Hearts,
the evasive Cheshire Cat, and the gently pathetic
White Knight.”

Why, we may ask, does the work of this girl-doting
bachelor exert such a powerful hold on our collective
imagination?

Although analyzing Lewis Carroll’s fantasies is
like trying to dissect a soap bubble, surely one source

of their enduring appeal to children of all ages is their
special sense of wonder about language. Carroll
showed a particular aptitude for making up blends by
merging two words and beheading parts of one or
both. He called these inventions portmanteau words
because he loved to scrunch two words into one as
clothes are crammed into a portmanteau, or traveling
bag. The most famous example of Lewis Carroll’s fac-
ile gift for blending is his “Jabberwocky” poem,
which begins:

‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;

All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

When Alice asks Humpty Dumpty to explain the
word s/ithy, he answers: “Well slithy means ‘lithe and
slimy.” You see, it’s like a portmanteau — there are two
meanings packed into one word.” Dumpty later inter-
prets mimsy: “Well, then, mimsy is “flimsy and misera-
ble’ (there’s another portmanteau for you).” Two
words that appear later in “Jabberwocky” have be-
come enshrined in dictionaries of the English lan-
guage — chortle (“chuckle” + “snort”) and galumph
(“gallop” + “triumph”). When we today eat Frogurt,
drink Cranapple juice and Fruitopia, and chew
Dynamints, we are sharing Lewis Carroll’s ginormous
delight with portmanteau words.

News from San Diego
Writers, Ink

Executive Director Judy Reeves, who has been at
the helm of San Diego Writers, Ink for five years, is
resigning her position. She's been offered the opportu-
nity to publish a revised edition of her first book and,
she says, the time has come for her to devote more
time to her own writing.

Judy will continue to serve as executive director until
her replacement is found to ensure a smooth transition
and continuation of SDWI's services. She'll also con-
tinue to teach and lead workshops and will remain
deeply involved in the organization.

Members of the Ink's Board of Directors have formed
an Executive Director Search Task Force and are ac-

cepting applications for the position. More informa-
tion is available on www.sandiegowriters.org website
for those interested.

Though we'll miss Judy's energetic leadership, we
view this as an opportunity for our organization to
grow and develop in a way that best serves the writing
and literary arts community of San Diego. We've built
a strong foundation and we're excited to move into our
next phase. As always we appreciate your thoughts
and comments.

Nicole Vollrath and Victoria Melekian
Co-Presidents, San Diego Writers, Ink

GUILD DIRECTORY CORRECTION

Maggie Marshall's e-mail should read:
maggiemarshall2@gmail.com




San Diego Writers /
Editors Guild

Post Office Box 881931
San Diego, CA 92168

May Meeting

The San Diego Writers/Editors Guild will have
their monthly meeting with Larry Edwards, a lo-
cally successful freelance writer. His topic is:
Freelance Witing —Howto Make a Snall For-
tune. It will focus on tips and tricks for writers
who want to get paid for their work, from news
stories to books.

Larry Edwards is an award-winning author, edi-
tor and journalist. He works as a freelance
writer, book editor and writing coach. He is the
author of two nonfiction books, short stories, an
unpublished memoir, and thousands of newspa-
per and magazine articles.

Larry won Best of Show honors from the San
Diego Press Club in 1994, 1997, 2004 and 2005,
as well as numerous first-place awards from the
Society of Professional Journalists and San
Diego Press Club. He is also a judge for San
Diego Book Awards.
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