The Writer

The Newsletter

“The manwho doesnot read goodbookshasno advantage

over the man who carread them."

www.sdwritersguild.org

's Life

of the San Diego Writers

San
Wniters /Edltors

( Oince 1979

August 2005

| Editors Guild

— Mark Twain

Prince of Punctuation at August 15 |

General Membership Mee]
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featuring

Richard Lederer
His new book
Comma Sense:
Fun-damentdbuide to Punctuatior

President ’'s Message

— by Ruth Ritchie

After our well-attendedOpenMike session
in July,wearegoingto haveanothemeeting
in August that you ddhwant to miss.

RichardLedereris going to be with us. He
will introducehis newbookand,l amsure,
we will havea wonderful and entertaining
evening with him.

Sincewe haveair conditioningin our meet
ing placejt shouldbepleasanandindepend
ent of the maybe hot weather outside.

| hope to see you all there.

OPEN MIKE NIGHT PACKS

N8eMm IN AT JULY MEETING

“Astro Raffle” sparks membershipmeeting

Applausemeterswerent on deck at our annual
SDW/EGOpenMike night on July 18 membership
meetingwhen 15 membersand guestsread aloud
from their ongoingworksatthe popularOpenMike

Night.

As amatterof fact, thisyears eventwasmuchlive-

lier thanaliterarykaraokefeaturingaudiencécom-

ments/critique’cardsfor useaftereachfour-minute
participation.This years genresncludedthe novel
or novellas,short stories, poems,non-fiction and
memoirs.

Guild PresidentRuth Ritchie turned the meeting
overto SDW/EG Board Secretaryl aurie Richards
who servedasemcee/timekeepemtroducingeach
reader.

Our participantsincluded Harry Huntsman,Gary
Navarre Hal Ritz, Brian Becker, Dr. I.S. Tuba,
Claire Accomandg Grace Higbee Loretta Haas,
Gary Winters, Janie Lancaster,Scotland Payne,
SheilaWashington,Georgannadancock,Hugh C.
Hyde andLaurie Richards— with Guild Life Mem-
ber Rev. RichardWestpresentinga brief overview
of his professional life.

Wasthe OpenMike Night successfulMeres what
longtimeGuild memberHarry Huntsmanwho read
aloud from his in-progressCivil War novel, com
mented:This wasmy third yearatthe OpenMike —

Continued on page 2 . .




Calendar

of Writing Events

Contact the editor at sam@bookwarren.com
to submit your Calendar notice.

Aug. 8— SDWI/EG Board Meeting.

Aug. 15 — SDW/EG GeneralMembership
meeting.

Sept. 17— Writing Clinic

Sept.23-24— The AmericanScreenwriters
Associationin collaborationwith the San
Diego Film Festivalis holding its 18th An-
nual ASA InternationalScreenwriterCon
ference “Selling to Hollywood.”

.. .Continued from page 1

andthe bestyearso far becausé think the writing
level wasreally high this time. The audiencecom:
mentswereespeciallyhelpful — I gavemy wife the
cards to read back home! ”

The eveningwas cappedby PresidentRitchie pre-
sidingoverabookraffle thatonemembersuggested
becalledAstro Raffle,amatch-upto aselectedan
dombirth date— monthanddateonly. (Forinstance,
Life Member Patricia Tartarés May 15 birthday
cameclosestotherandomlychoserMay 13date.”)

Thanksto PresidenRitchieandall who participated
in this upbeat traditional Guild event.

— by Ellen Shaw Tuft

Revising Tips

— by Laurie J. Richards

7. Attributions . Somewriterstry to vary speakent
tributionsby addinganadverbor verbor both;e.g.,
“Look out!” shechirpednoisily. Avoid useof atall
costs.Thereadetooksfor thedialogue nottheattri-
bution. Thedialogueshouldcarrythemessagee.g.,
“For cripessake look out, therés a mountainabout
to fall on you, shesaid. Many agentsand editors
perceivethatthe useof adverbsor verbsin speaker
attributions is the sign of amateurish writing.

Tip: “He/shesaid” is usually sufficientfor speaker
attributions in dialogue.

8. Lists. When you seea list in either fiction or
non-fiction,do you readit? Oftennot. Thereadeis
eye searches for where the list ends.

Tip: If youmustlist, makethemvisually alluring—
with bullets, compelling phrases or both.

Helpusdevelopa“Revising Tips Workbook.” Send
your own tips for publication to:

lirichards@wintonlarsoncom

Writing is the only profession
wherenooneconsiders/ouridicu-
lousif youearnnomoney.

— JulesRenard

Websites for Writers m

www.hancockwebsites.com

HANCOCK WEBSITES
858-571-5390

info@hancockwebsites.com

Display Ads for
The Writer s Life

are so cheap that | am
embarrassed to have
them published.







Contest Corner
— by Laurie Richards

For Short Story COLLECTIONS!
Katherine Anne Porter Prize in Short Fiction

Deadline: 8/29/05; Entry Fee: $20

Entriescanbecombinatiorof short-shortsshortsto-

ries and novellasbetween100 and 200 pagesin

length;previouslyunpublishedn bookform. Prize:
$1,000andpublicationby Universityof NorthTexas
Press.

More info atwww.unteduuntpress

Fiction, Non-fiction, First Chapters and
More:

Focus on Writers — California Writers Contest
Deadline: August 31, 2005; Entry Fee: $5

Prizesfor EachCategoryFirst Place:$200;Second
Place: $100; Third Place: $50

The categoriesncludeShortStory, First Chapterof
a Novel, Poem,Nonfiction Article or First Chapter
of a Nonfiction Book, Book/Article for Children
Fiction/Nonfiction, First Chapterof YA Fiction or
Nonfiction Book. Last year,a Guild memberwon
second place in the Novel - First Chapter catega

More info at www.saclibraryorg/about_lib/fe

cus_flyer,orcallforinformationat(916)264-2880.

Board of Directors

HAVE YOUR BOOK
PUBLISHED ON DEMAND FOR
UNDER $400

ww. BOOKWARREM
(619) 531-0765

President ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Ruth Ritchie
IstVP ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Yvonne Nelson Perry
2nd VP / PR ~ ~ ~ ~Bob Doublebower
Secretary ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Laurie Richards
Treasurer ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Gene Elmore
Membership~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Rick Peterson

Newsletter Editor ~ ~ ~ ~Sam Warren
Immediate Past President Gered Beeby
Members At-Large~ ~ Ellen Shaw Tufts
Mary Olkowski
~Carl Nelson

~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~

~ e~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~

The Writers Life is publishedby the San Diego
Writers/Editor$suild, Post Office Box 881931San
Diego, CA 92168.For additionalinformation,call
(619) 296-9522.

Visitour websiteat www.sdwritersquild.org

Deadlindor submissionto TheWriters Life is the
20thof the monthprior to publication E-mailcopy
andphotographgo: <Sam.@bookwarren.com>

Orsenddisketteor CD-RONbD:

Sam Warren, 1634 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92102-1608

Pleaseancludeyourtelephonenumberand/ore-mail
address Weacceptnews,events,prose,excerpts,
opinionsJetterstotheeditorandcashdonations\We
reserveherightto editanymateriasubmitted.

Joyce Beers
o Center

Uptown Shopping
Center

TheSDW/E@eneraineetingareat6:30pmon
the thirdMondayof eachmonthin the Joyce
BeersCommunitg€enteiin Hillcresin the Up
towrShoppinGenteacros$ronilradedoeés.




Announcements

Send your announcements to:
Sam@bookwarren.com

Book Release: San Diego-basedjournalist,
DougBrunk, SanDiegoBureauChieffor Inter-

nationalMedical NewsGroup,is pleasedo in-

form you that a book he assembleand edited,
What, In Ten Wordsor Less,is All This Non

sensé\bout?TheGeneralRulesof Writing Non

fiction, is now available from Philadelphia-
basedXlibris.

ThisbookchroniclegpoetJohnKeatss thoughts
on nonfiction writing throughunpublishedes

saysandshortstoriesobtainedfrom family and
friends, and from personal correspondencs
Brunk wrote during his sixteen-yeaitenureat
SyracuseJniversityandafter.

1%

To find out more aboutthe work, visit: http://
www.xlibris.comfGeneralRulesofWritingNonfi
ction.html.

Erica Miner will presenther dynamic work-

shop,‘Journaling: Writing as a Daily Practice
for a Better Life’ at the Learning Annex San
Diego on Aug. 9, 2005. For information and
registration,go to: www. learningannexom
keyword‘Miner’ or call 619-544-970andask
for Course257F.

A hands-onJournalingsessiorandvaluablere-
source sheetare included for all attendees.
Ericds websiteis: http://www ericaminercom

minerva* reportsher new web site at www.
minervaspeaksom and her email addresswill
continue aminervapoetr@hotmailcom.

As you canseein thecurrentGuild membership
directory, minerva a poet, editor, teacherand
performer, has servedas managingeditor for

CaliforniaPoetan theSchoolsstatewideanthot

ogy and shés beena contributorto Chicken
Soupfor the African-AmericarSoul

* lower case is not a typographical error.

Writing Effective
Website Content

— by Georganna Hancoc
<wwwHancockWebsiteson®

Two characteristicof viewing text on computer
monitors guide contentdevelopment:fatigue and
hyperactivity.

Studieshave shown that people read about 25%
moreslowly from acomputemonitor.Althoughthe
textmayseenclear,it is moretiring to look atwords
aspixelsonthescreerthanasprintin abookor even
graphicalimages.If you dont believethis, hold a

pieceof paperwith laser-printedypenextto texton

a screenGazeat the printedtype a few moments,
thenbeholdthe fuzzinessof the on screertext. An-

otherpartof the fatigueis holding your headup to

gazeatthe screenAgain, hold a book up at screen
levelandseehow quickly youtire of readingin that
awkward position.

Our eyesputadded‘hyper” in hypertexttoo. They
skip aroundthe screentakingin little chunksof in-
formationfrom hereandthere.We canonly seeone
screenfulatatime, ratherthanawhole pageor two,
aswith abook.“Paging” backwardandforwardin a
websiteis a completelydifferent experiencefrom
that with a printed document.

Make it easieron your viewerseyesby following
these principles in writing your website content:

» Block mostmaterialandlimit scrolling.Keepsec
tions of writing to under 100 words.

» Makelinesshort—only half ascreenn length(in
columns).

» Usewhite spacelavishly; just asthe advertising
people say, it sells.

* Providedownloadablelocumentsn multiple and
universal formats like .PDF an@XT.

» Keepviewersorientedwith the samenavigation
cues on each page.

* Practicethe 4 C's: correctnessgonsistencyco-
herence, and clarity.

Next month we'll explore how to monetizeyour
websitemosteffectively.If you're curiousaboutthis
topic or want to know the detailsfrom this series,
you canfind the eBook“Basic Effective Websites
for Writers” <www.writers-edge.inf@bookshtm>




Comma Sense
a Fun-damentalGuide
to Punctuation

Richard Lederer and John Shore

St. Martins Press, August 2005
Book of the Month Club, History Book CluQPB

Are you confoundedby commas,addledby apostrophesand
gueasyaboutquotationmarks?Do you believethata bracketis aonly a
supportfor awall shelf,adashis somethingyou makefor thebathroom,
andacolonandsemicolomarelargeandsmallintestines?f so,language
humoristsRichardLedererand JohnShorehavewritten an enchanting
little handbook just for you.

Don't expectCommaSensédo be a dry, academidome.On the
contrary theauthorgresentilariousportraitsof Americaniconsandconneceachoneto amarkof punctua
tion. But this bookis way morethana flight of whimsy.While you're laughingyour headoff overtheweird
but instructionalexamplesyoull mastereverythingyou needto know aboutpunctuationthroughsimple,
clear,andright-on-the-markules.Whenyou're donelaughingandlearning you'll beaveritablepunctuationj
whiz, ready to make your marks accurately, sensitively, and effectively.

Jim McLears sprightly illustrations enhance the delight of this unique book.

[ ]
Praise forComma Sense

“Comma Senses a clear, entertaining, and just plain helpful guide to the American rules of punctuat
—LynneTruss,authorof Eats,ShootsandLeaves

“Of my 465bookson punctuation— I've readthemall — CommaSensds thewisestandfunniest.It’s the
onlyoneyoureallyneed.” —BryanA. Garnerauthorof Garners ModernAmericanUsage

“A thoroughfield guideto thepeskyittle crittersof thepunctuatiorforest.LedererandShorehit themarks!"
— Bill Walsh,authorof TheElephantof Style

“Punctuationneedrt be perplexingor painful, asRichardLedererand JohnShoremakeabundantlyclear.
CommasSensas full of easy-to-understargliidancdor thegrammaticallychallenged— andloadsof laughs
besides!” — MarthaBarnetteauthorof DogDaysandDandelions

“If America had Living National Treasures, the way Japan and Korea do, Rlob@dederwould be one.”
— Barbarawallraff, authorof WordCourt

Autographedopiesof thisbookcanbepurchasedor $24.00includingshippingfrom:Richard]
Lederer9974ScrippsRanchBlvd.,Suite201;SanDiego,CA92131Phone8585496788.
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Contact Membership Chairperson, Rick Peterson 4t

richardg peterso®@navy.milor information

JEAN DOUGLAS Home: 858 454 4062

5663 BALBOA AVE. #518 - I -
SANDIEGO,CA92111 Email;jeand@adncom Openlngs

Fitness and better health articles

Tuesdays 10 AM - 1 PM

JERRYKROTH Home: 408 867 0682 -
15042 MONTEBELLO ROAD Saturdays 9AM - Noon
CUPERTINO, CA 95014

Non-fictionwriting Email: jerrykroth@yahoo.com Craft of Writing / Read &
Critique / Line Editing

GARY NAVOY Home: 619 546 9341

4758 MANSFIELD ST. #5

SANDIEGO,CA92116  Email:navoygaolcom Contact Yvonne Nelson Perry
Novels (619) 479-7960

THE RETURN of D. B. COOPER

by GeneElmore

On the night before Thanksgiving in 1971, a man the press identified as D. B.
Cooper jumped out of an airliner with $200,000. Only three people saw him.

Searches, spanning 30 years, did not reveal a trace of the man. The police, the
FBI and journalists across our nation thought the mysterious hijacker had disap-
peared for good. But legends refuse to die.

Almost thirty years later on Tuesday, September 11, 2001 Ted Bolan, an ex-CIA
operative, watched the twin towers fall. He knew something had to be done.

“This fast-paced thriller is well-planned and most unusual. The author handles the
facts and technology so well you will swear you are watching prime time news in action.”
—Roger Gee, Professor, S. D. Mesa College

“Laced with equal parts of snake oil and spicy sexuality, it is an absolutely first-rate read not to be missed. A
smasher bursting with intrigue—what happened to D. B. Cooper?”
—The San Diego Writers/Editors Guilg

This is Gene Elmore’s second novel; he published THE TURNAROUND in 1998.

The book can be purchased for $8.00 plus $2.00 shipping
A-Genda Publishing

7920 Blue Lake Drive, San Diego, CA 92119; 888-243-6324
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