
The Writer ’s Life
The Newsletter of the San Diego Writers / Editors Guild

www. sdwritersguild .org September 2005

“ If you want one year of prosperity, grow grain. If you want ten years
of prosperity, grow trees. If you want 100 years of prosperity, grow
people.” —- ChineseProverb

Everything You Wanted to Know about Writing

Lederer Rules Happily
at July Meeting
KPBSRadioCo-Hoststill a “ doozie”
SanDiego’s KPBSRadioco-host,ournationallyac-
claimedpundit/punsterRichardLederer,held forth
at theJuly18Guild membershipmeeting,drawinga
lively crowdof morethan40persons,bothmembers
and guests, at Joyce Beers Center.

During the evening he assumedanother role as
smooth stand-upcomedian,announcingto Guild
PresidentRuthRitchie:“Now thatyou’ve givenme
four hoursandlockedthe doors,we shouldhavea
great evening.”

Indeed,hedidholdforth, thisSDWEGLife Member
who has described himself as a “fly-by-

Continued on page 9 . .

Experience a Pallamary
Story Sept. 19th

Bring Pen and notebook

M atthewJ.Pallamary'sworkhasappearedin Oui,
NewDimensions,TheIconoclast,Starbright, Infin-
ity, Passport,TheShortStoryDigest,Redcat, The
SanDiego Writer's Monthly, Connotations,Phan-
tasm,EssentiallyYou,TheHavenJournal,andmany
others.His fiction has been featuredin The San
Diego Union Tribune which he hasalso reviewed
books for, and his work has been heard on
KPBS-FMSanDiego,KUCI-FM Irvine, television
Channel Three Santa Barbara, and “The Susan
Cameron Block Show” Vancouver.

Hehasbeenaguestonthefollowing nationallysyn-
dicatedtalk shows;“PaulRodriguez,”“In TheLight
with MichelleWhitedove,” and“EnvironmentalDi-
rectionsRadioseries.”Mr. Pallamaryhasalsoap-
peared on the following nationally syndicated
television shows,speakingabout fading cultures;
“Bridging Heavenand Earth,” “Elyssa's Raw and
Wild FoodShow,” and “ECONEWS,” a half-hour
television show that went out to over 30 million
homes via PBS satellite.

Pallamary's first book,TheSmallDark Roomof the
Soul, is in its secondprinting andhasbeene-pub-
lishedwith AlexandriaDigital Literature.It hasalso
beenmentionedin TheYear'sBestHorror andFan-
tasy. His secondshortstorycollection,A ShortWalk
To the Other Side,waspublishedasan e-book,by

Continued on page 2 . .

Matthew J. Pallamary with friend
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Mystic-Ink,animprintof theDigital LiteratureInsti-
tute. Dreamlanda novel aboutcomputergenerated
dreaming,writtenwith KenReethhasalsobeenpub-
lishedasane-bookby Mystic-Ink andwonthe2002
Independente-Book Award in the Horror/Thriller
category

He's taughta fiction workshopat theSantaBarbara
Writers' Conferencefor the past fifteen years,has
lecturedat the Getting It Write conferencein Ore-
gon,theSouthernCaliforniaWriters' Conferencein
SanDiego,theSaddlebackWriters' Conference,the
Rio GrandeWriters' Seminar,the NationalCouncil
of Teachersof English,TheSanDiegoWriter's and
Editor's Guild, The SanDiego Book Publicists,the
SouthernCaliforniaWriter'sConferencein Los An-
geles,andhehasbeena panelistat theWorld Fan-
tasyConvention,Con-Dor, andCoppercon. He was
alsoChiefof Stafffor theMysticInkWriters' Confer-
ence.

His historicalnovelof first contactbetweenshamans
and Jesuitsin 18th centurySouthAmerica, titled,
LandWithoutEvil, hasbeenpublishedin hardcover
byCharlesPublishing,andhasreceivedravereviews
alongwith aSanDiegoBookAwardfor mainstream
fiction. It is alsorecommendedandrequiredreading
in overa dozenhigh schoolandcollegeEnglishde-
partmentsthroughoutthe U.S.andwaschosenasa
Reading Group Choices selection.

Pallamaryalsoreceivedthe Man of the Year 2000
from SanDiegoWriter'sMonthly Magazine.Hefre-
quentlytravelsthroughoutcentralandSouthAmer-
ica pursuing his studies of shamanismand is
currentlyworkingonamemoirabouthis travelsand
adventures.

•

PALLAMARY. . .Continued from page 1

Announcements
Send your announcements
to: Sam@bookwarren .com

Georganna Hancock announcesthe schedulefor
herfall classesLearnthefundamentalsof thewriting
life from apro,andleapaheadof thecompetition;in
Family Storiesdiscoverhow to write and publish
Memoirs,GenealogyStoriesandFamily Histories.
Fordetailsabouttheclasscontent,seeherwebpage
at http://www.writers-edge.info/classes.htm,email
her atwritersedge@att.net or call (858) 571-5390.

Amazon now has a service called Amazon
Short. Need a quick short story fix? Try an
AmzaonShortfor only 49cents.Thismightbea
good market for you short story writers.

Erica Miner announcesthat the Long Story Short
Schoolis openwith aphenomenalgroupof Instruc-
torswith amazingcredentials.Enrollmentsarecom-
ing andfall is in theair. Go to their newwebsiteat:
www.lsswritingschool.com and sign up for their
newsletter.They have great classesranging from
$25for two monthsMost are$45-65for 4-6 weeks
and others run as long as a year.

Just Fine: UnmaskingConcealedChronic Illness
andPain, by SanDiegoauthor,CarolSveilich, MA,
haswon first place in the 2005 IndependentPub-
lishersBook Awardsin theHealth/Medicine/Nutri-
tion category.JUSTFINE wasalsoa finalist in the
SanDiegoBook Awards.This 336-pagebookalso
contains55originalphotographs.More information
on this unique resourceis available at the book
website: www.writefaceforward.com

The Third Resource;A UniversalIdeologyof Eco-
nomics;IdeologicalDefenseInitiative. A significant
new book wasjust published– kindly readandre-
view at: www.itiworld.org/NewBook/index.htm

TeleDevelopNews is a weekly e-newsletterwith
updateseachweekidentifyingteledevelopmentpro-
gramsor teleclassesthat areavailable,To checkit
out or subscribe, click on:
http://www.teledevelop.com/TDReferral.htm
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President ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~Ruth Ritchie
1st VP ~  ~  ~  ~  ~Yvonne Nelson Perry
2nd VP / PR ~  ~  ~  ~Bob Doublebower
Secretary ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~Laurie Richards
Treasurer ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~GeneElmore
Membership~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~Sam Warren
Immediate Past President~ GeredBeeby
Members At-Large~  ~ Ellen Shaw Tufts

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~Mary Olkowski

TheWriter’s Lifeis publishedby theSanDiegoWrit-
ers/EditorsGuild,PostOfficeBox881931,SanDiego,
CA 92168.For additional information,call (619)
296-9522 or visit our website at:

www.sdwritersguild.org.

Deadlinefor submissionto TheWriter’s Life is the
20thof the monthprior to publication.E-mailcopy
andphotographsto: <Sam.@bookwarren.com>

Orsenddisketteor CD-ROMto:

Sam Warren, 1634 32nd StreetSan Diego,
CA 92102-1608

Pleaseincludeyourtelephonenumberand/ore-mail
address.Weacceptnews,events,prose,excerpts,
opinions,letterstotheeditorandcashdonations.We
reservetheright to editanymaterialsubmitted.

Board of Directors

TheSDW/EGgeneralmeetingsareat6:30pmon
the thirdMondayof eachmonthin the Joyce
BeersCommunityCenterin Hillcrestin theUp-
townShoppingCenteracrossfromTraderJoe’s.

Joyce Beers
Center

Uptown
ShoppingCenter

Contest Corner
Non-Fiction Contest: LamarYork Pricefor Non-
fiction: Submitessaysup to 5,000words,but not
with scholarly/theoretical slant. Entry Fee:
$10/submission.Prizes: $1,000andpublicationin
The ChattahoocheeReview. SubmissionPeriod:
October 1 - January 31.

More information at www.chattahoochee-review
.org or e-mailgpccr@gpc.edu.

Poets: (1) Hollis SummersPoetryPrizeCompeti-
tion for unpublishedcollections of 60-95 pages.
Deadline: October31. Entry Fee: $20. Prizes:
$1,000and publicationby Ohio University Press.
More info at www.ohiou.edu/oupressor e-mail
oupress@ohio.edu; (2) FordhamUniversity Con-
test: PoetsOutLoudfor unpublishedfull-lengthpo-
etry manuscripts, 50-80 pages.

More information at www.poetsoutloud.com or
e-mail: pol@fordham.edu.

President ’s Message
— by Ruth Ritchie

Wehadsuchwonderfulfunmeetingwith Richard
Ledererin Augustandnowwewill haveanotherin-
teresting evening for you.

Matt Pallamarywill doaworkshoponwriting in our
Septembermeetingandwill providelotsof informa-
tion for all of us. Come and see for yourself.

I hopeyour aresurviving thehot weather!We will
haveair conditioningin our meetinghall. Seeyou
there.
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Monetize Websites
Effectively

— byGeorgannaHan-
cock<www.HancockWebsites.com>

Your websitecancreatemoreincomeandpayfor
its own expensesby usingthespaceon everypage
andwithin eachpage’s content.The valueof each
dependson your own popularityandreputationand
thenumberof visitorsyourwebsiteattracts.Youcan
monetize your website with affiliations/associa-
tions, advertising,and by barteringspaceor text
links for goods or services you need.

Use affiliations and associations judiciously.

Refer your visitors to related,but not competing,
businessesor servicesfor additionalcompensation.
The original model is Amazon.com.They process
theorders,handletheproducts,andevenkeeptrack
of yourreferralsandsendyourcommissionsdirectly
to your bankaccount.Many businessesandgroups
relatedto writing andbookshavesimilar arrange-
ments.Anotherpossibility is to offer a related,but
noncompetitive, book by another author.

Sell tasteful advertising.

Paidadvertisementscanmix with theassociateand
affiliate links for additionalincome.Adswith attrac-
tive graphic elementsmight even improve your
page’s appearance.Don’t forgetto raiseyouradver-
tisingratesasthenumberof visitorsto yourwebsite
increases.Signingup for Google’s Adsenseis even
easier.You haveto sharetherevenuewith Google,
of course,but you eliminatetheneedto find adver-
tisers,setrates,anddo thebookkeepingandbilling.
Whenyourwebsite’s statisticstop2 million visitors
a month who arrive from searchengines,you can
signup for Overtureads,Yahoo’s systemsimilar to
Google’s. Many other ad delivery servicesexist,
somedesignedspecificallyfor blogs, anotherbene-
ficial element often found on writers’ websites.

Barter spaceon your websitefor goodsand ser-
vices.

Barteringworksjustaswell in thedigital world asin
real life. Whatdo you haveto offer?Spaceon your
website for advertisingand links, referrals,men-
tions, recommendations.In tradeyou may receive

Calendar of
Writing Events
Contact the editor at sam@bookwarren.com
to submit your Calendar notice.

Sept. 12— SDW/EGBoard Meeting.

Sept. 17— Writing Clinic

Sept.19— SDW/EGGeneralMembershipmeeting.

Sept.21— SanDiegoProfessionalEditorsNetwork
meeting6:30 p.m. in the ClairemontCommunity
Room,4731ClairemontDrive. Threeprofessional
indexerswill explain the secretsof their craft. For
moreinformationpleasecall (858)451-3266or visit
www.sdpen.com.

Sept.23-24— TheAmericanScreenwritersAssoci-
ationin collaborationwith theSanDiegoFilm Festi-
val is holding its 18th Annual ASA International
ScreenwritersConference “Selling to Hollywood.”

Oct. 7-9— TheFifth AnnualLa JollaWritersCon-
ferenceat the Hyatt IslandiaHotel. Keynotes: NY
Times BestsellingAuthors Michael Connelly, Jo-
sephWambaugh, DorotheaBentonFrankovering:
The Art, Craft, andBusinessof Writing. For more
Information call 858-467-1978 or check out
www.lajollawritersconference.com

materialgoodsor neededservices.Anotherpossibil-
ity is tonegotiateareducedrate,for example,for op-
timizing your websitefor searchengines.Reducing
expenses is almost as good as income.

Findthewholearticleandthisseriesin “BasicEffec-
tive Websitesfor Writers” at . Next monthwe will
start consideringmore specific methodsand tech-
niques to enhancethe effectivenessof writers’
websites.Get your daily writing tip fix in the
Writer’s Edgeblog at:
http://www.writers-edge.info/ebooks.htm, and the
addressfor theblogishttp://www.writers-edge.info.

HAVE YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED ON
DEMAND FOR UNDER $400

www .BOOKWARREN.com
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Comma Sense: a
Fun-damentalGuide to

Punctuation
Richard Lederer and John ShoreSt. Martin’s Press, August

2005Book of the Month Club, History Book Club,QPB

Are you confoundedby commas,addledby apostrophes,and
queasyaboutquotationmarks?Do you believethat a bracketis only a
supportfor awall shelf,adashis somethingyoumakefor thebathroom,
andacolonandsemicolonarelargeandsmallintestines?If so,language
humoristsRichardLedererandJohnShorehavewritten an enchanting
little handbook just for you.

Don’t expectCommaSenseto bea dry, academictome.On the
contrary,the authorspresenthilariousportraitsof Americaniconsand
connecteachoneto amarkof punctuation.But thisbookis waymorethana flight of whimsy.While you’re
laughingyourheadoff overtheweirdbut instructionalexamples,you’ll mastereverythingyouneedto know
aboutpunctuationthroughsimple,clear,andright-on-the-markrules.Whenyou’re donelaughingandlearn-
ing,you’ll beaveritablepunctuationwhiz,readytomakeyourmarksaccurately,sensitively,andeffectively.

Jim McLean’s sprightly illustrations enhance the delight of this unique book.

.•

Praise forComma Sense:
“Comma Senseis a clear, entertaining, and just plain helpful guide to the American rules of punctuation.”

–LynneTruss,authorof Eats,Shoots,andLeaves

“Of my 465bookson punctuation— I’ve readthemall — CommaSenseis thewisestandfunniest.It’s the
onlyoneyoureallyneed.” —BryanA. Garner,authorof Garner’s ModernAmericanUsage

“A thoroughfield guideto thepeskylittle crittersof thepunctuationforest.LedererandShorehit themarks!"
— Bill Walsh,authorof TheElephantsofStyle

“Punctuationneedn’t be perplexingor painful, asRichardLedererandJohnShoremakeabundantlyclear.
CommaSenseis full of easy-to-understandguidancefor thegrammaticallychallenged— andloadsof laughs
besides!” — MarthaBarnette, authorof DogDaysandDandelions

“If America had Living National Treasures, the way Japan and Korea do, Richard Lederer would be one.”
— BarbaraWallraff, authorof WordCourt

Autographedcopiesof thisbookcanbepurchasedfor$24.00,includingshipping,from:Richard
Lederer;9974ScrippsRanchBlvd.,Suite201;SanDiego,CA92131.Phone:8585496788.
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THE RETURN of D. B. COOPER
byGeneElmore
On the night before Thanksgiving in 1971, a man the press identified as D. B. Cooper
jumped out of an airliner with $200,000. Only three people saw him. Searches, spanning
30 years, did not reveal a trace of the man. The police, FBI and journalists across our na-
tion thought the mysterious hijacker had disappeared for good. But legends refuse to die.

Almost thirty years later on Tuesday, September 11, 2001 Ted Bolan, an ex-CIA opera-
tive, watched the twin towers fall. He knew something had to be done.

“This fast-paced thriller is well-planned and most unusual. The author handles the
facts and technology so well you will swear you are watching prime time news in
action.” – RogerGee,Professor,S.D. MesaCollege

“Laced with equal parts of snake oil and spicy sexuality, it is an absolutely first-rate read not to be missed.
A smasher bursting with intrigue—what happened to D. B. Cooper?”

– The San Diego Writers/Editors Guild

This is Gene Elmore’s second novel; he published THE TURNAROUND in 1998.
The book can be purchased for $8.00 plus $2.00 shipping

A-Genda Publishing
7920 Blue Lake Drive, San Diego, CA 92119; 888-243-6324

WRITER’S
WORKSHOPS
- Openings -

Tuesdays 10 AM - 1 PM
Saturdays 9AM - Noon

Craft of Writing / Read &
Critique / Line Editing

Contact Yvonne Nelson Perry
(619) 479-7960

Welcome New Members
Contact Membership Chairperson, Rick Peterson at
richard.g.peterson@navy.milfor information

GARYBABB Home: 619 697 3976
793 WAKEFIELD COURT Email:gbabblit@aol.com
EL CAJON, CA 92020 Science fiction

MARGARETCOYNE Home: 858 576 3832
PO BOX 22538
SAN DIEGO, CA 92192

Short stories; essays; working on book of poetry; editor

HARRYFIELD Home: 619 281 6716
3405 GRAPE STREET Email: upan8th@cox.net
SAN DIEGO, CA 92104 Fiction; marketing advice

JIMMAGARY Home: 619 284 9420
4070 OHIO STREET APT. 1
SAN DIEGO, CA 92104 Textbooks

MAGGIEMARSHALL Home: 619 255 9661
2305 BOUNDARY STREET
SAN DIEGO, CA 92104 Working on a lifetime guide about

increasing our connections with people through home entertaining

JACKSTAHL Home: 858 560 8934
8975GOWDYAVENUE Email: jack.stahl@earthlink.net
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123-3459 Adventure fiction

ELHAMZAKARIA Home: 619 579 7085
346JAMACHAROAD Email: zakar68@aol.com
EL CAJON, CA 92019 Fiction
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The Ultimate Spelling Quiz
— Richard Lederer

Duringmymorethanforty yearsasawriter,editor,andteacher,I havecompiledalist of the
hundredwordsthatAmericanshavemostconsistentlymisspelled.I haveapowerfulhunch
that many of the same words are among the spelling demons that you most fear and loathe.

Hereis thelist. Look it overandthink aboutit carefully.Thencircleeachwordthatyoufind
to be spelled incorrectly. When you are finished, ask me or e-mail me for the answer.

1. absence 23. category
2. accessible 24. character
3. accommodate 25. committee
4. accumulate 26. controversial
5. achieve 27. corroborate
6. acknowledgments 28. definitely
7. advantageous 29. dependent
8. aggressive 30. description
9. all right 31. develop
10. analyze 32. dilemma
11. apparent 33. disappear
12. appropriate 34. disappointment
13. argument 35. dissipate
14. background 36. effect
15. bankruptcy 37. eligible
16. basically 38. embarrassing
17. before 39. environment
18. beginning 40. exaggerate
19. believe 41. exercise
20. benefit 42. existence
21. business 43. experience
22. calendar 44. finally
45. flexible 73. proceed
46. foreword 74. publicly
47. forgo 75. questionnaire
48. forty 76. receive
49. gauge 77. recommend
50. harass 78. rescind
51. imitate 79. relieve
52. immediately 80. renown

53. independent 81. repetition
54. innate 82. rhythm
55. judgment 83. ridiculous
56. liaison 84. salable
57. license 85. secretary
58. mediocre 86. seize
59. millennium 87. sentence
60. minuscule 88. separate
61. necessary 89. sincerely
62. negligence 90. skillful
63. negotiable 91. successful
64. noticeable 92. supersede
65. occasion 93. surprise
66. occurrence 94. their
67. omission 95. threshold
68. parallel 96. through
69. perseverance 97. tomorrow
70. piece 98. truly
71. precede 99. vacuum

Last Minute Announcement
Publishingexpert and professionalspeakerAn-
drew Chapmanis announcingthecomingrelease
of twonewaudioseminarprogramshehasspecifi-
cally createdfor writers,authors,self-publishers,
andindependentpublishers– "Designor Improve
YourWebsitefor MaximumSales"and"Author&
Book Branding".And from now until September
15, he is offering an incredible pre-publication
dealto membersandsupportersof SDWEG.For
more information and details, visit www.
julypublishing.com/deal or call (760) 845-1560.
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the-roof-of-the-mouthhuckster.”Throughtheyears
he’s morphedinto anAmericaninstitution,a super
culturalicon;morethanamillion of hisbooksarein
print, many with PocketBooks and Dell Publica-
tions andhis column,“Looking at Language,”has
captivatedmillions of readersthroughnewspapers
and magazines.

Lederer recently remarked,“My weekend radio
show,‘ A Waywith Words,’ is apowerfulhour,full
of that celebrated, tremendous, stupendous,
end-over-endousadventurewe call language.My
co-host,MarthaBarnette, andI offerafabulousopen
forum on all aspects of language.

Ourprogramis broadcastat4 p.m.Saturdaysand10
a.m.Sundays(PDT)onKPBS,SanDiegoPublicRa-
dio, 89.5FM. You canhearit live by accessingthe
KPBSwebsiteat clicking ontheradioiconandthen
to ‘tune in.’ (Co-hostsLedererandBarnettewill ap-
pearfor a specialon-stageperformanceof ”A Way
with Words"at7 p.m.Nov. 1 at theSanDiegoRep-
ertory Lyceum Theater in Horton Plaza.)

The show is broadcastregularly on variousmajor
marketpublic andclear channelcommercialradio
stationsincluding WisconsinPublic Radio,Boston
Public RadioandKFSO in SanFrancisco.He has
appearedon televisionshowsinclduing the Today
Show, CNNPrimeTimeandin 2002hewasawarded
the Golden Gavel by Toastmasters International.

Thespeakeropenedwith a streamof bygonewords
andphraseswhich herecentlydetailedin anAARP
(American Association for Retired Persons)The
Magazinecolumn, “The Way We Word.” Some
defunct phrases Lederer claims have almost
disappearedfrom our currentpatois (stet) include
“Hubba Hubba,Holy Moly, all the tea in China,a
doozie, a dilly, the beesknees,the cat’s meow,the
cat’s pajamas,bannedin Boston,it’s your nickel,
wreckof theHesperus,mystarsandgarters,failsafe
and woodennickels” were just a few old-timers’
terms in this rapidly fired category.

Here’s how one handout demonstrated the
gramaticallywell-placed comma:

—-"To my parents,thePope,andMotherTheresa“
YEAH! Must be used instead of::

—-"To my parents, the Pope, and Mother Teresa"

After hishigh-voltagetalk, thespeakerwasonhand
tosign/sellsomeof hisbooks,explaining,“I mustdo
somethingto supportmy writing habit.” They in-
cluded: The Revengeof AnguishedEnglish: More
Accidental Assaults Upon Our Language; also
SleepingDogsDon’t Lay—Practical Advicefor the
Grammatically Challenged and Get Thee to a
Punnery, among others.

As for “Comma Sense:A Fun-damentalGuide to
Punctation: It’s a dilly, alreadyendorsedby The
Book-of-TheMonth Club. Autographedcopiescan
bepurchasedfor $24.000,includingshipping,from
theauthorat9974ScrippsRanchBlvd, Ste.201,San
Diego CA 92131. (Please note

ThankingDr. Ledererfor a mostentertainingeve-
ning, we all agreed he’s still a doozie.

— Ellen Shaw Tufts

LEDERER. . .Continued from page 1

Revising Tips
(CONTINUED)

— by Laurie J. Richards

9. Show,Don't Tell, What a Character Looks
Like. Descriptionsof charactersmight be a
breedinggroundfor telling insteadof showing.
"Hal wasatall man."That'stelling us,notshow-
ing us.Putin someaction,andyou'll engagethe
readerwith apicture."Hal duckedhisheadwhen
hewalkedthroughthekitchendoorway."

Tip : Where possible, especially with major
characters,substituteactionsthatwill showthe
readerwhatthecharacterlookslike.

10. Positive, Not Negative. Usually, positive
sentencesare more interesting than negative.
"He wasnot niceto his wife," is lessinteresting
than"He wasmeanto his wife." If you canget
rid of the passivevoice as well, so much the
better."He brutalizedhiswife."

Tip : A negativestatementmight be interesting
for effect – oncein a while. Most of the time,
keepto thepositive.
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