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SCIENCE WRITER TO SPEAK AT APRIL MEETING  

LYNNE FRIEDMANN
ñSCIENCE:  FROM NEWS STORY TO YOUR STORYò

 
Lynne Friedmann is a freelance science writer with 25 years of 

experience writing on topics that range from astrophysics to zoology.  
Trained in journalism and biology, Friedmann has written for wire 
services, newspapers, newsletters, trade and popular magazines, and 
the Web.  Sheôs currently writing a book on the history and science of 
ink.  Friedmann writes a bi-monthly science column for the La Jolla 
Light.  She was elected a Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science for ñleadership and significant contributions 
to the public communication of science and technology.ò  Friedmann 
is editor of the magazine ScienceWriters, published by the National 
Association of Science Writers.  She teaches introductory and 
advance science writing courses through UCSD Extension. 

     
Wow, another great meeting and speaker!  As you know, we start each meeting with the introduction 

of guests and new members, then we move on to member-sharing.
First we welcomed a new member, Betty Pegas.
New book introductions were Tom Leech with On the Road in ó68, and Christian Wildfeurôs Trajen.
Dennis Moore reported on the progress toward the publishing of his book on Chicagoôs corrupt political 

historyða very timely subject.
A traveling former member of the Guild, John Mann happened by our meeting. It was good to see him 

again. Of course, he shared his memories of the meetings at my house some years ago.
Caroline  McCullagh won the $10 Barnes & Nobel card raffle.
Some announcements I made were:
1. There is a lawsuit against Google for scanning books and other writings. If you have a published 

book, you may want to contact these people:
Google Book Search Settlement AdministratorðToll-Free 1-888-356-0248, booksettlement_

en@rustconsulting.com      
2. There was a community essay in the U-T on 3/22 concerning the city business licenses that are 

being required of some reviewers and free-lance writers. A quote from the author, Powell Harrison, ñI 
suggest that the free-speech dictum of the U.S. Constitution is violated by business licenses for people 
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Halfway into the March 23rd meeting, San Diego 
publicist Antoinette Kuritz was interrupted 
by a smiling audience member who 
asked, ñExcuse my ignorance of the 
publishing scene, but what does ISBN 
stand for?ò Ms. Kuritz, who is known 
nationally for her non-pareil grip on 
the realities of publishing, graciously 
replied that the International 
Standard Book Number is a ten-
digit means of published book 
identification for publishers.

 Her talk, ñSuccessful Publishing,ò 
was a non-stop salvo into the 
barricades to literary success, 
intended for almost anyone with 
an interest in book publishing 
and especially authors who need 
to make decisions about their 
own publishing vehicle. 

The speaker quoted an arresting 
figure currently making the 
Internet rounds: The total for 
ISBN published titles in 2007 was 
a staggering 412,000 titles as 
compared to  196,000 titles in 2004! 
Kuritz believes this amazing increase 
is due to access to the Internet  and 
its rise as  an attractive medium for an 
increasing number of authors and their 
publishers.

 Ms. Kuritz announced a brand new co-operative 
publishing mode,  which is becoming popular with 
both traditional publishers and authors seems to 

BY ELLEN SHAW TUFTS

STRATEGIES, SELL SHEETS, AND NUGGETS
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KURITZ STRIKES AGAIN AT MARCH MEETING 

be spreading throughout the industry.  Noting that 
the draw of this relationship is basically 

the agreement to share publishing risks, 
responsibilities and royalties, and the 
realities of self-publishing.

Kuritz extolled the virtues of the Sell 
Sheet, formerly known as the One Sheet, 
which writers must use with vigor and 
creativity to detail their goals for their 
books and their own careers! ñSell 
sheets make a difference for book 
distributors, publicists, media and 
booksellers!ò

During her talk, Ms. Kuritz shared a 
few nuggets:

 ñIf you decide to hire a publicity 
person or PR person, be sure he or 
she shares your enthusiasm for your 

book!ò
 ñKeep your eyes and ears open 

for ways to publicize your bookð
remember Dr. Philôs long tenure on the 
Oprah Show!ò
 Under the umbrella of  the Kuritz 

group, Antoinette and her son, Jared 
Kuritz, successfully run Strategies, Inc. 
(strategiesinc.com) and the La Jolla 
Writers Conference which will be held 
this year  Nov. 6-8 at Paradise Point. Her 
own media outlets here include her weekly 
Writers Roundtable (writersroundtable.com) 

and a semi-monthly stint at KUSI-TV.
Guild president Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara thanked 

Antoinette Kuritz for a splendid evening.

LA JOLLA WRITERõS CONFERENCE:
Named by Writerôs Digest as one of the 84 conferences in the country worth your money (there are more 

than 1600), the La Jolla Writers Conference will be celebrating its ninth year November 6-8 at Paradise 
Point Resort & Spa in San Diego.  The conference, at which the organizers and every member of the faculty 
donates their time, closes registration at 200.  So sign up early.

Classes go virtually round-the-clock with late night sessions typically ending between 2:00 and 3:00 
a.m. and Early Bird classes starting at 7:00 a.m.  Faculty / attendee ratio is about 1:6.  And the faculty is 
carefully chosen for their knowledge, their generosity in sharing that knowledge, and their accessibility. 

 The LJWC is truly a community.
Check the conference out at www.lajollawritersconferernce.com.  And through April 25, say you are a 

member of San Diego Writers / Editorôs Guild and register for only $300.



Novels by Carl Nelson
Available at all major bookstores, online and at:

NEW CENTURY PRESS Å 1055 Bay Blvd, Suite C, Chula Vista, CA 91911
Ph: 800-519-2465 Å 619-476-7400 Å Fax: 619-476-7474 Å www.newcenturypress.com

  

Madam President and the Admiral
ñFinalistò National Best Books 2008 Awards! Nominated for a Pulitzer 

Prize, Madam President and the Admiral is about saving earth 
from itself. Realizing that between 1970 and the present, human 
activity has depleted one-third of earthôs natural wealth: Fresh cover, 
fresh water, marine fisheries, and fossil fuel President Abigail Cass 
Steele faces the long term destruction of the planet at the same 
time she must deal with potential combat with China, This love story, 
wrapped in war, crosses genre boundaries taking the reader to scenes 
of fierce battle as well as personal and political tragedy on the home 
front. 

Secret Players
Secret Players, Carl Nelsonôs second novel, was recently 

recognized as ñbest thrillerò of 2003 by the prestigious San 
Diego Book Awards Association. Covering the last 50 years of 
the twentieth century, Secret Players moves back and forth 
between America and Japan. Opening with a tale of gripping terror 
aboard ship, it then chronicles the story of the post war lives of 
an American and Japanese man who first met in that WW II sea 
battle. Secret Players is about international intrigue and behind-
the-scenes power run amok. But is also about how their families 
become intertwined. The finale is between the two men and their 
wives who intervene to prevent another mass war. A metaphor for 
the hate existent in the modern world of terror, the book shakes 
the reader in light of 9/11 and questions whether there can ever be 
reconciliation. A challenging read.

The Advisor
The Advisor (Co-van) won the first Southern California Writers 

Conference ñbest fictionò award, It is about sailors, SEALs 
and Marines fighting for Vietnamôs freedom at the end of that 
controversial war. Commander Blake Lawrence, a blue water 
officer, must adapt to a foreign culture and treacherous riverine 
guerrilla warfare in the brown water of the Rung Sat Special 
Zone (RSSZ). There, he fights the Vietcong and his own admiral 
to protect the Long Tau Channel, the most strategic river in the 
Vietnam War. In 1975, back at sea in command of a destroyer, 
Blake witnesses ñBlack April,ò the loss of South Vietnamôs 
freedom. 

Paid Advertisement

 www.carl-a-nelson.com



HAVING FUN YET?  TRY THIS...

BY RICHARD LEDERER

APRIL FOOLISHNESS

Read the following nursery rhyme and then answer 
the question posed in the last line:

 As I was going to St. Ives,
 I met a man with seven wives.
 Every wife had seven sacks.
 Every sack had seven cats.
 Every cat had seven kits.
 Kits, cats, sacks, wives --
 How many were going to St. Ives?

The answer to the question is one. While the man 
and his wives and their sacks, cats, and kits were 
going from St. Ives, only the speaker ð the I in the 
rhyme ð was going to  St. Ives.

If you madly multiplied 7 times 7 times 7 times 7 
and added one for the man, you were the victim of 
a language trap. Language traps are brief posers 
that test your ability to read or listen carefully and 
to avoid being fooled by misleading information. If 
you think precisely as you consider the ten classic 
language traps in this column, you can avoid being 
caught by the snapping shut of steel jaws and 
dubbed an April fool. 

 1. Which is correct: Nine and seven is fifteen 
or nine and seven are fifteen?

 2. How many three-cent stamps are there in 
a dozen?

 3. Pronounce out loud the words formed by 
each of the following letter series: B-O-A-S-T, C-O-
A-S-T, R-O-A-S-T. Now, what do you put in a toaster?

 4. A doctor is about to operate on a little 
boy. ñThis child is my son!ò exclaims the doctor.  The 
doctor is correct, yet the doctor is not the boyôs 
father. What is going on?

 5. If a peacock and a half lays an egg and a 
half in a day and a half, how many eggs will three 
peacocks lay in three days?

 6. Do they have a fourth of July in England?

 7. Two men play five games of checkers, and 
each wins the same number of games. There are no 
draws. How can this be?

 8. A farmer had 17 sheep. All but nine died. 
How many were left alive?

 9. If a bus leaves from Boston for New York 
City an hour before another bus leaves from New 
York City for Boston, which bus will be closer to 
Boston when the two are passing each other?

 10. A rope ladder is hanging over the side of 
a ship. The ladder is twelve feet long, and the rungs 
are one foot apart, with the lowest rung resting on 
the surface of the water. The water is rising at rate 
one foot an hour. How long will it take before the 
first three rungs are underwater?

(Answers to the ten questions are below.)

View the complete 
list of Richard 

Ledererôs books at
www.verbivore.

com
To order Richard 

Ledererôs books and 
calendars visit his 

website or call: 
858-549-6788

Answers:
1. The sum of nine and seven is sixteen.
2. Twelve 
3. Bread
4. The doctor is the boyôs mother.
5. None. Peacocks donôt lay eggs; peahens do.
6. Of course. July 4th occurs between July 3rd and 

July 5th.
7. Each man was playing a different opponent.
8. Nine
9. When the two buses are passing each other, both 

will be the same distance from Boston.
10. The rungs will never be underwater because the 

ship rises with the tide.

www.SDWriteWay.org
The Free eZine for all 

San Diego writers
Check out the Calendar for a 

complete listing of all Writing 
Events

Published by Guild member:
Sam Warren



The San Diego Writers / Editors Guild has a Manuscript Evaluation Program.
Members of the Guild may submit up to 30 pages of their novel, short fiction or

memoir for evaluation by the Guildôs Recommendation Committee. The fee is $20.

The Committee members will critique the manuscript and assign a rating, either Highest Recommendation, Highly 
Recommended, Recommended or No Recommendation. This evaluation can then be used by the author when contacting 
agents, editors and publishers.

To submit your manuscript, download these documents and forms from the Guildôs website, and follow the instructions:
        * Author Procedure
        * Preview Submission Form
        * SRC Procedures and Summary
        * Manuscript Evaluation Form 
If you want to participate in this program and are not a member, you will need to join the Guild.
If you have any questions, please contact the Manuscript Coordinator.
For more information go to www.sdwritersguild.org and click on Manuscript Evaluation Program.
The Guild review process was recently accepted as a ñreviewò by the San Diego Public Library.  According to the 

librarian, having a legitimate review is the only way to get your book onto the libraryôs shelves.

Reviewers 
Needed!

The SDW/EG general meetings are at 6:30PM on the fourth 
Monday of each month in the Joyce Beers Community 
Center in Hillcrest in the Uptown Shopping Center across 
from Trader Joeôs at 3900 Vermont Street, San Diego.

VISIT 
SDWRITERSGUILD.ORG

for pictures and 
information NOT 

in newsletter as well  as a 
printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.
Are there things 

you would like to see on 
the website or newsletter?  

Notify
 Shelley Johnson-Labertew 

by phone or email:
Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

253-277-0277

President - Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Vice-President - Bob Doublebower
Secretary - Judy Edelblute
Treasurer - Gene Elmore
Membership - Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
Webmaster - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
At-Large - Ellen Shaw Tufts
At-Large - Gered Beeby
At-Large - Ruth Leyse-Wallace  
At-Large - Sam Warren

SAN DIEGO WRITERS / EDITORS GUILD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Post Office Box 881931 
San Diego, California 

92168. 
Phone

(619)619-223-3634 
Fax

(253)277-0277
Weôre on the Web!
sdwritersguild.org

Deadline for submission 
to 

The Writerôs Life is 
the 10th of the month of 

publication.  
E-mail copy and 
photographs to: 

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net
NOTE: All email 

submissions must have:
SDWEG Newsletter/Web

in subject bar to 
guarantee consideration.

Please include your 
telephone number and/

or email address. 
We accept news, 

events, prose, expert 
opinions, letters to 
the editor and cash 

donations.  
We reserve the right 
to edit any material 

submitted.

THE WRITERôS LIFE 

IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

BY THE SAN DIEGO 

WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD

LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE GOOD REVIEWERS
The Guildôs Manuscript Review Program is looking for a few more good manuscript reviewers to add to our current 

panel.  Three-page previews and 30-page segments are reviewed.  Please e-mail interest, along with genres in which you 
work, to doublebower@sbcglobal.net.  

THE WRITERôS LIFE \J IJXNLS 
\JGXNYJX KTW

FZYMTWX 
Search Engine 
Optimization

Site Design & Hosting

 Desktop Publishing

Ad Design

contact:
Ken@MystiqueMedia.net   



STORY A LA CARTE
Part  V

Submitted by  Sarah Parrott,
 Mystery Writer

It was a dark and stormy night and now its raining 
rocks? Or is it merely what goes up, must come 
down? You get to help us all learn the truth with 
your next submission.

Story A La Carte is the brainchild of Guild Member 
Bob Doublebower.  We can have a lot of fun with this 
format... only limited by your imaginations.  Each 
month we will present a new section, about 200 
words in length.  

For most writers 200 words consists of thinking 
time and an hour of writing and editing.  It will be a 
one time deal, help hone your writing skills plus give 
you a chance to show of your prose.

So put on your thinking cap and come up 
with part IV.  Then write it up and email to: 
doublebower@sbcglobal.net

Give us your takeé

 Listed in Writerôs Market, Poets and Writers, and 
other literary references. 

Visit the website at www.shortstorycompetition.
com for further background and listings of previous 
winners.

 For fiction writers to review:

$2,000 AWAITS WINNERS 
OF THE LORIAN HEMINGWAY 
SHORT STORY COMPETITION

Entries are now being accepted for the 2009 Lorian 
Hemingway Short Story Competition, created to 
recognize and encourage the efforts of writers who 
have not yet achieved major-market success. 

Writers will compete for a $1,000 first prize, 
$500 second prize, and $500 third prize in this 
internationally acclaimed competition. Several 
honorable mentions are also awarded each year.

Stories in all genres of fiction are welcome. 
Maximum length is 3,000 words, and writers retain 
all rights to their work. The final deadline is May 15, 
2009; winners will be announced at the end of July.

For complete guidelines, please visit 
www.shortstorycompetition.com, e-mail 
shortstorykw@aol.com, or send an SASE to the 
Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition, P.O. Box 
993, Key West, FL  33041.

LORIAN HEMINGWAY SHORT 
STORY COMPETITION

FINAL DEADLINE MAY 15, 2009

Editors Only www.editorsonly.com 

Editors Only is a monthly newsletter devoted to 
magazine and newspaper editing. The site features 
frequently updated classified listings for editors, 
a list of editorsô associations, and books to help 
editors master their craft.

Future plans include special reports about the 
publishing industry.

Contact:Meredith L. Dias
Research Editor
Editors Only
http://editorsonly.com 
Tel: 1 860-881-2300 ext. 304

 EDITORS ONLY

 
Bonnie ZoBell:
West Coast Literary Doings
www.bonniezobell.com

Information on most writing organizations, 
readings, classes and so on in San Diego and other 
major West Coast cities.

NEW WEST COAST LITERARY 
WEBSITE JUST LAUNCHED

  Madeline was not amused. ñCut!ò  she yelled and 
stormed across the set, kicking polyurethane rocks 
with her $300 Jimmy Chooôs as she went. ñThe name 
is Chanticleer.ò  She held up a dog-eared script.  
One long, jewel-adorned nail pointed out the actorôs 
line.  ñSee that?  It says Chanticleer.  Thatôs your 
line.ò

ñTim told me to say óMadelineô for this take,ò the 
character playing Elliot explained.

ñWhoôs signing your paycheck?  Tim? Or me?ò
ñYou, Maôam.ò
ñThen you do what I tell you, and Iôm telling you to 

stick to the script.ò
The stage hands were busy mopping up the rain 

and collecting the ñrocksò for the seventeenth 
take of the scene it had already taken three days 
to shoot.  It would be another 45 minutes before 
cameras would roll again.

Madeline took refuge in her RV, pacing the narrow 
passage way from driverôs seat to bedroom.  Was 
Tim playing a joke by substituting her name as the 
villain?  And why, when this scene was running over 
a hundred grand a day to shoot, would he do that?

Madeline stopped pacing when she spotted Tim 
racing past her trailer in a golf cart.  He was heading 
away from the set, and involved in an animated 
conversation with a gentleman who, from the back, 
resembled Albert Einstein.  Madeline realized who 
was behind the sabotage.

ñIôll kill that son of a éò




