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HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR WRITING

LARRY EDWARDS TO BE AUGUST SPEAKER

Cont on  P.3

Carl Nelson shared with us his story, the story of a man who became a professional writer. 
During the process, he told of handy hints, techniques that worked, or didn’t work for him.  Suzi 
Maley provided an invaluable contribution to the review of the program for us. Thanks Suzi.

He got me to thinking about what the Guild has done in our 30 years. I will share with you 
some history, as I remember it.

Rhoda Ridell is our Founder. I don’t know how or why she came up with the idea. Betty Juris 
and  Betty Dodds were both writers and somehow met Betty Smith, my Mom. My mother was 
at the point in her life that she didn’t have anything meaningful to do. She threatened to get a 
paper route more than once.

Mom convinced me to attendi the first Fiesta-Siesta Writers conference in Ensenada, Mexico, 
because she didn’t want to go by herself. What a neat experience it was for me, an avid reader 
to meet people who wrote books! They were just folks. I could sit at the dinner table and listen 
to them converse. Wow, that was something.

After that, my mother, Betty and I organized and ran the SDW/EG Writer’s Fiesta-Siesta 
Writers Conferences for many years. We changed the location to the Rosarita Beach Hotel. It was 
closer to San Diego and they were very accomodating. They were wonderful weekends—hanging 
out with writers/readers and soon-to-be authors. In the sessions in the meetings rooms or in 
the Jacuzzi, it was great.  After my Mom passed away, it didn’t work anymore. When something 
ceases to be fun, it is time to change. And so, no more writers conferences.

A self-described “scribbler by profession and preference,” Larry Edwards 
brings a breadth and depth of writing and editing experience to his topic 
“How to Improve Your Writing.” Larry is an award winning author, editor and 
investigative journalist.

Currently senior writer for Cook & Schmid Public Relations, Larry’s success as 
a working writer include San Diego Magazine, San Diego Business Journal, San 
Diego Log, the 1995 America’s Cup website, two books—Food & Provisions of 
the Mountain Man and Official Netscape Internet Business Starter Kit—and many 
others. His awards include Best of Show honors from the San Diego Press Club 
in 1994, 1997, 2004 and 2005.

While Larry’s professional resumé describes an accomplished man of letters, 
his other activities demonstrate a community member willing to share his 
knowledge and insight in creative ways. “When not tilting at windmills,” Larry is 
Friar, a Rocky Mountain fur trapper in the band of history re-enactors Corps of 
Discovery; as Heritage, he and fellow living–history enthusiast Capt. Strummer 
perform authentic period music of the mountain west on fiddle, guitar, banjo 
and mandolin.

Come to the meeting to get experience garnered insight into making your 
writing more valuable not merely voluble.



BY KEN LABERTEW
FROM CONTRIBUTIONS BY SUZI MALEY

JULY 2009 PROGRAM: OUR PAST PRESIDENT AND
 AUTHOR EXTRAORDINAIRE, CARL NELSON

At nearly eighty years of age, Carl Nelson is a 
living demonstration of the ideas he shared about 
“How to Have a Writing Career After Fifty.” After 
enlisting in the Navy he received an appointment 
to the U.S. Naval Academy where upon graduation 
he was commissioned, served combat tours in Viet 
Nam, captained several ships and retired after a 
distinguished 33-year career. Along the way he 
earned Masters and Doctoral degrees.

 After retiring from the U.S. Navy he continued his 
achievement as a published author and recognized 
authority in the field of International Business, 
particularly the Maquilladora operations in the cross-
border regions of the Southwest United States and 
Mexico.

When asked how he managed to be successful in 
the quixotic world of classical music, Aaron Copland 
answered, “I get up every day and try to write 
sixteen measures by noon. After lunch I try to make 
them better.” Similarly Carl rises early and writes 
from 3:00 or 4:00 am to around noon. Then he plays 
golf. The foundation to success at writing—whenever 
in life one starts—is like every other endeavor self-
discipline.

Carl also demonstrates that other aphorism of 
successful writing—write what you know. There 
are several ways to know something, but for these 
purposes you’ve either lived it or you’ve learned 
it. Even if you’ve lived it, you would be well served 
by doing some research and studying it. Carl 
researches his subject about a year and then writes, 
edits and rewrites for about three years.

Another facet of success in life, as well as writing, 

is knowing what you don’t know. Or at least, 
knowing what you’re not qualified to accomplish 
successfully. Most people are not sufficiently 
dispassionate about their work to be their own 
editor or their own lawyer. Self-editing is part of the 
writing process, but after a personally acceptable 
draft is completed, have someone else edit the work. 
The author’s brain understands the logic of the work 
from the creator’s experience of it. The editor can 
only understand the work from the words on the 
page. Get a trustworthy editor.

Similarly, the old homily that “he who represents 
himself has a fool for a client,” is never more 
apt than authors negotiating the rights to their 
work. Copyright and intellectual property law is a 
labyrinth inside a maze of arcane contract law and 
international treaties. Have a lawyer at least review 
your agreements before signing your rights away, or 
by not signing and giving your check away.

Several questions punctuated Carl’s presentation:
Q.What are the problems with writing? What were 

the pitfalls of writing Madam President and the 
Admiral?

A. My writing doesn’t come easily. I start with an 
outline. I may outline two or three book ideas at a 
time, but I stay focused on one. You may fall in love 
with your own words. Remember self-editing is an 
important part of successful writing.

I struggle with feelings and getting under the 
skin of my characters… the romance scenes and 
expressing deep feelings.

Q. What do you write?
A. I have written fiction, non-fiction, movie scripts, 

short stories and musicals.
Q. Can you make a living at writing?
A.It is possible, but one has to be serious about 

it. It could take four to five years to get to a $60k 
salary.

Q. Did you publish without an agent.
A. Yes. One day I received a phone call from 

Thompson Publishing Company in London to make 
a book deal. Everything else was handled via email. 
Very surprising, but very  successful.

Q. When do you write?
A. I start writing at 3:00 or 4:00 am until 11:00 

am or noon…It is important to write every day. I 
write on my diary every day at the top the page 
“WRITE.” When I was in the Navy I kept a legal 
pad and would write when I had some solitude. 
Whenever anyone came into my quarters I shoved it 
in the bottom drawer—Captains don’t write fiction.

Carl and his wife are “techno geezers:” They carry 
computers, cameras and cell phones while traveling 
the world and writing their books. Carl’s latest 
bragging rights? He is a new great-grandfather. 
Congratulations.



GETTING TO KNOW YOU…  
HARRY HUNTSMAN

BY RUTH LEYSE-WALLACE, PH.D.

www.SDWriteWay.org
The Free eZine for all 

San Diego writers
Check out the Calendar for a 

complete listing of all Writing Events
Published by Guild member:

Sam Warren

Over the years, the Guild has done many things with 
writers, as Carl mentioned. We have had Read and Critique 
groups, youth writing groups, a North County inland branch 
, Holiday gatherings which included all the writer’s groups 
in San Diego, day-long workshops and writer’s conferences.  
Our Mission has always been to “promote, support and 
encourage the writing arts for adults and youth.”

At the meeting, I mentioned that I was still looking, in 
this group of writers, for some writers to share the load 
of the Guild. A voice came from the audience, “We are 
working on our own stuff.”

And so it is...
Perhaps as Lewis Carroll wrote, 
“The time has come,” the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things:
Of shoes—and ships—and sealing wax—
Of cabbages—and kings—
And why the sea is boiling hot—
And whether pigs have wings”
Perhaps the time has come....
Please share your memories of the Guild with us this 

year, our 30th. Send them to the newsletter Editor. What 
do you remember? At my age, most of my friends are 
doing, “co-op memory.” It ends up being a consensus.

The raffle was won by Christian Wildfeuer. He won an 
autographed copy of Carl Nelson’s, Madam President and 
the Admiral. Christian is going to be going to the largest 
book fair in the world in Germany this fall to promote his 
book. Good Luck.

                 pslips@cox.net or 619-223-3634

Adding to life that has included serving in the 
Navy, preaching, counseling, and teaching Harry 
has been associated with SDWEG since “a little 
after 1985”.  Members benefit from one of his 
contributions every meeting:  the P.A. system.  He 
is currently writing about the “microphone phobia” 
of speakers who think they don’t need to use a 
microphone.  Ask Harry about his experience with a 
preacher who asked for some feedback after a year 
of weekly preaching.

Following discharge from the U.S. Navy and 
graduation from college, Harry became a Methodist 
preacher in Arkansas, later serving in Texas, 
California.  He became a pastoral counselor and 
worked with youth involved in drugs and gangs. 
In 1962 thirteen southern California newspapers 
published his series of four articles concerning 
the drug epidemic. His philosophy was to build 
individual’s self esteem rather than emotional 
dependence on a program. He was so successful 
that he comments “the mafia began their tactic 
of instigating arguments about his work among 
his congregation, which led to disruption and his 
transfer to another location”.  Harry later became 
certified as an English teacher and taught Basic 
Education courses in middle school and Junior High 
School. 

Harry comments he attended many writers 
conferences over the years and has taken workshops 
from local instructors including Judy Cullen, Judy 
Reeves, Yvonne Perry and Thomas Larson, who 
writes and teaches about writing memoirs through 
UCSD Extension. He highly recommends Larson’s 
book the Memoir and the Memoirist. In addition 
to writing about his life growing up in Arkansas, 
Harry has researched and written about the role 
of gunboats in the Civil War and the problems of 
boredom in schools titled Looking Out the Window. 
At one Open Mic meeting, the Guild members heard 
a passage from The Road Out, the story of the WPA 
building an all-weather road across his family’s land 
during the depression. 

Harry states he “just needs to get organized” 
and although he expresses some misgivings about 
the quality of editing involved, is considering self-
publishing some of his work.  In the meantime, I am 
looking forward to Harry reading at the next Open 
Mic evening at SDWEG. 

ðIsaac Asimov



COMICON FOR WRITERS
BY RICHARD PETERSON

Having attended the San Diego Comic-Convention yet again, I thought you might be interested in knowing 
some of the “stars” who attended.  It is a partial list, because some “famous” people attended that I’m not 
familiar with.  Of course, each person has a different knowledge base of popular culture “famous people.”  
Some of these names will be familiar to you, while you may have no clue about others.

One of several surprise moments (serendipitous) for me was when I discovered there would be a 
panel discussion composed of political cartoonists from around the country.  One of my favorite political 
cartoonists was there, so it was a semi-thrill to see and hear him in person (also on hand was our local, San 
Diego Union-Tribune political cartoonist, Steve Breen). 

Writers, Actors, Directors, Satirists... some of the more interesting bios of the famous in Sci Fi, Political 
Satire and Comics who attended or were represented:

Ray Bradbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_bradbury

Stan Lee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stan_lee

Sigourney Weaver
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigourney_weaver

James Cameron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_cameron

Johnny Depp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_depp

Lucy Lawless
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Lawless

Patrick Oliphant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Oliphant

Stan Freberg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stan_Freberg

Joss Whedon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josh_Whedon

J. (Joseph) Michael Straczynski
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Michael_

Straczynski

Eric McCormack
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_McCormack

Robert Downey, Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Downey,_Jr.

Richard Hatch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Hatch

Robert Englund
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Englund

Matt Groening
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Groening

Emily Deschanel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Deschanel

Brian Aldiss

ð Brian Aldiss

Brian Aldiss 
wrote

Space Federation
 and 

Galactic Empires

Richard  Lederer’s article for this month is unavailable due to technical diffi culties with the editor’s 
email machine. Richard will be back from Africa and his words again on our pages next month.

Thank you Rick Peterson for helping out.

Richard  Lederer’s article for this month is unavailable due to technical diffi culties with the editor’s 



The SDW/EG general meetings are at 6:30PM on the fourth 
Monday of each month in the Joyce Beers Community 
Center in Hillcrest in the Uptown Shopping Center across 
from Trader Joe’s at 3900 Vermont Street, San Diego.

VISIT 
SDWRITERSGUILD.ORG

for pictures and 
information NOT 

in newsletter as well  as a 
printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.
Are there things 

you would like to see on 
the website or newsletter?  

Notify
 Shelley Johnson-Labertew 

by phone or email:
Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

253-277-0277

President - Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Vice-President - Bob Doublebower
Secretary - Judy Edelblute
Treasurer - Gene Elmore
Membership - Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
Webmaster - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
At-Large - Ellen Shaw Tufts
At-Large - Gered Beeby
At-Large - Ruth Leyse-Wallace  
At-Large - Sam Warren

SAN DIEGO WRITERS / EDITORS GUILD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Post Office Box 881931 
San Diego, California 

92168 
Phone

(619)-223-3634 
(253)-277-0277

We’re on the Web!
sdwritersguild.org

Deadline for submission 
to 

The Writer’s Life is 
the 8th of the month of 

publication.  
E-mail copy and 
photographs to: 

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net
NOTE: All email 

submissions must have:
SDWEG Newsletter/Web

in subject bar to 
guarantee consideration.

Please include your 
telephone number and/

or email address. 
We accept news, 

events, prose, expert 
opinions, letters to 
the editor and cash 

donations.  
We reserve the right 
to edit any material 

submitted.

THE WRITERôS LIFE 

IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

BY THE SAN DIEGO 

WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD

THE WRITERôS LIFE \J IJXNLS 
\JGXNYJX KTW

FZYMTWX 
Search Engine 
Optimization

Site Design & Hosting

 Desktop Publishing

Ad Design

contact:
Ken@MystiqueMedia.net   

COME CELEBRATE WITH US
SAN DIEGO WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD 

30TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH AT 6:00PM

CASA GUADALAJARA RESTAURANT IN OLD TOWN
$15.00, MEMBERS AND SPOUSES OR SIGNIFICANT OTHERS, PAST ODIN HONOREES,  PAST PRESIDENTS AND THEIR SPOUSES

 $20.00 GUESTS 
PAID IN ADVANCE, PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SDW/EG

MAIL CHECK TO: PO BOX 881931 Å SAN DIEGO, CA 92168 
PLEASE INCUDE NAMES AND PHONE NUMBER

FOR PAYMENT CONFIRMATION, ADD EMAIL ADDRESS



Best-selling author Bob Mayer will be running a 
Warrior Writer Workshop for non-fiction (26 Sept) 
and fiction (27 Sept) at the Crown Plaza, San Diego.  
The Warrior Writer focuses on developing you as an 
author.  Both workshops are limited in size to ensure 
one on one feedback on your book.

If you register before 15 September, you 
automatically get $25 off the cost. As a member of 
your group, you can enter the following discount 
code when you register:

SDWG10 which saves you another $10 off 
registration for either or both workshops, 
Additionally, I will donate $20 to your group for each 
person registered with that code.

For more information go to: 
http://www.bobmayer.org/index.php?id=6

“Now is the time”. starts a familiar line. This is the time of year when the board of 

directors looks for volunteers to serve for the next year. This is an organization operated 

by volunteers. From the president, and all the board to the webmaster/newsletter editor. 

In order to keep this boat afloat, we need your help. “Many hands make light work”.

We are having another challenge with our meeting place. With new management, we 

now have to put down a cleaning deposit, and provide an insurance liability certificate 

(cost $550-750 per year). This provides us with an opportunity to look for other meeting 

places. We used to meet in empty restaurants on Monday nights. We need to be thinking 

about the future of the Guild, meeting place, dues raise, etc. This Guild was created to  

“promote,support and encourage the writing arts for adults and youth.”

 

We have done this successfully for 30 years. “Now is the time...”

Please contact any board member if you have any ideas and solutions.

AUTHOR AND RACONTEUR GARRISON 
KEILLOR WILL SPEAK AT PT. 

LOMA NAZARENE UNIVERSITY ON 
SEPTEMBER 24? INFORMATION IS AT 

WWW.POINTLOMA.EDU/KEILLOR.

 God Hides in Plain Sight: How 
to See the Sacred in a Chaotic 
World by Guild member Dr. Dean Nelson now has 
a release date of Sept. 1. Details on the book are at 
www.deannelson.net.

THIS AND THAT

We have two members 
teaching classes at Oasis.  
Caroline McCullagh will be co-
teaching a class on Creative 
Writing, 9/11-10/30.

Maggie Marshall will be 
teaching, Holiday parties and 
gift giving, 12/3. This is a 
great way to promote and sell 
her book.

For either class contact 
OASIS,

 619-574-0156, or  www.
oasisnet.org

MEMBER INPUT NEEDED 

CLASSES 
AT OASIS 

...OPPORTUNITY 
TO LEARN FROM 

GUILD MEMBER/
INSTRUCTORSIsaac Asimov



Advertising Rates for The Writerôs Life
Ad Size Dimensions 

(inches)
General Price 
per Month

Member Price 
per Month

4 Month Pack-
age

Guild 4 Month 
Package

1/4 column 3.5 x 1.75 $4.00 $3.60 $14.00 $12.80
1/3 column 3.5 x 3.5 $6.00 $5.40 $21.00 $19.20
1/2 column 3.5 x 5 $8.00 $7.20 $28.00 $25.60
1/3 page 3.5 x 7.5 $10.00 $9.00 $35.00 $32.00
1/2 page 6 x 7.5 $12.00 $10.80 $42.00 $38.40
Full Page 7.5 x 10 $15.00 $13.60 $52.50 $48.00

Deadline for advertising is the 25th of the month prior to desired publication.

Note: there is a small set  up fee for adds not properlay laid out or done in Microsoft Word

REVIEWERS NEEDED!

LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE GOOD REVIEWERS
The Guild’s Manuscript Review Program is looking for a few more good manuscript reviewers to add to our current 

panel.  Three-page previews and 30-page segments are reviewed.  Please e-mail interest, along with genres in which you 
work, to doublebower@sbcglobal.net.  

In his book What Would Google Do? (Collins Business, 2009) Jeff Jarvis describes the open business model 
of Google and how this model is changing how business could be/is being done. He provides free-thinking 
illustrations of how Google’s business model could be applied to a variety of types of business, including the 
business of publishing. 

Publishing has a number of problems that impact publishers themselves, bookstores, authors and readers. 
Jarvis states “We need to get over books. Only then can we reinvent them”. (p. 137)   A problem with books 
is they are frozen in time; the content is frozen on a page. They can’t be updated and aren’t searchable 
in print.  They create one-way relationships. They can’t link related knowledge and sources. They are 
expensive to produce, kill trees, depend on scarce shelf space and there are only a few “winners”.  They 
are subject to the whims of the gatekeepers’ tastes and whims. “Books are where words go to die,” Jarvis 
writes.

The issues of advances to authors and the return of stock from distributors are big problems for profitable 
traditional publishing. Digital publishing has the problem of money; “How will authors be paid when the 
internet has so much free content?” Jarvis asks.

Some of Jarvis’ ideas for changing the publishing business include:
1) Smaller advances and a 50-50 publisher-author split of profits.
2) Selling a book chapter by chapter. After so many chapters, you have bought the book. If you don’t like 

the first few chapters, stop buying them.
3) Publisher discounts for willingness of a reader to forgo instant gratification of an immediate purchase at 

a bookstore and wait a week or so for print-on-demand availability.
4) Reader subscriptions to an author or series – the author will write a book only if a minimum number of 

readers buy it in advance.
5) Sponsors for self-publication of a book (one example: Ikea sponsorship of America at Home produced 

by Rick Smolan)
6) Include ads in books; would they be any more irritating than TV commercials?  A reader can always 

turn the page. Would readers assume the author was corrupt or had “sold out” when creating the content?
Jarvis reports on one author, Paulo Coelho, who put his book on the internet and invited blog readers to 

film stories of the novel’s characters. If response and quality are sufficient he promises the final selection 
will be made into a movie. He also obtained an internet sponsor for the project.

THE FUTURE OF PUBLISHING
RUTH LEYSE-WALLACE PHD, RD



SDW/EG meets on the fourth Monday of every month at the Joyce Beers Community Center in the Uptown District Shopping Center, between 8th 
Avenue and Vermont, off University Avenue, just east of Hwy 163 (near Trader Joe’s). The doors open at 6:30 p.m. for socializing and the meeting 
begins at 7:00 p.m. A $5 donation is required from non-members.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

PROGRAM SCHEDULE: LOOK WHAT
THE GUILD HAS  LINED UP FOR YOU 

SDW/EG meets on the fourth Monday of every month at the Joyce Beers Community Center in the Uptown District Shopping Center, between 8th 

The next Meeting of the
SDW/EG will be: 

6:30P.M.
July 27th

Joyce Beers 
Community Center

in Hillcrest
Guests Welcome

$5.00 Donation at door

San Diego Writers / Editors Guild
P.O. Box 881931
San Diego, California 92168
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In this Issue:
• THE FUTURE OF PUBLISHING

RUTH LECYE-WALLACE

• Guild Big Party Invitation
...Get your reservation NOW 

for the hottest show in writing...
The 30th Anniversary Party of the SDW/EG

• Comicon
Richard Peterson

Now’s the time to get 
ready...

SDW/EG Celebrates 30 
years!  WOW!

See Inside 
for Details 


