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DECEMBER 28TH MEETING
Party, Party, Party — ‘Tween Party Begins at 6:30P.M...

MISSION STATEMENT: THE GUILD SHALL PROMOTE, SUPPORT, AND 
ENCOURAGE THE WRITING ARTS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH.
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DECEMBER 2009

Happy Holidays

Are you ready for a party? 
It’s time of year for our Annual ‘Tween party
Come, eat, meet and have a grand time...

Our regular 4th Monday of the month in December is 
12/28/09. It is (be) óTween Christmas and New Years.

It will be the last meeting of SDW/EG for the year 2009.

It will be the last party for SDW/EG in 2009.

It will be the last time we meet at the 
Joyce Beers Center in Hillcrest.

It is a great social event. Please bring food to share. Dress ala Party-time.

There will be Holiday entertainment provided by Loch David Crane. 
Our musician/author member John Cain might also be 

able to drop in before his regular gig that night.

December 28, 2009, 6:30-8:30 PM, Joyce Beers Center in Hillcrest, ‘Tween 
party, Pot-luck, entertainment, socializing with your fellow SDW/EG members. No 
RSVP required. Food, fun and friends-who could ask for anything more ?
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When he served as Guild President in 2003, Gered 
Beeby took the Guild’s library for safe-keeping. 

This resource constitutes nearly 40 volumes on the 
craft of writing. They are mostly paperback editions 

and can augment any writer’s personal assets. 

These books will be at the year-end ‘Tween Party at the Joyce 
Beers Center on December 28. All will be free for the asking! 

Come join our holiday celebration and bring home a free 
book … or two, or three or as many as you can use! 



A CAT’S NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
BY RICHARD LEDERER

View the complete list of Richard 
Lederer’s books at: verbivore.com

To order Richard Lederer’s books and 
calendars visit his website or call: 

858-549-6788

 (with thanks to Clement Clarke Moore)

‘Twas the night before Christmas,
 and all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
We  kitties were snuggled, all tucked in our beds, 
While visions of cat goodies danced in our heads.

Our stockings were hung by the cat bowls with care, 
In hopes that old Santa Claws soon would be there.
And mamma in her cat collar and I in my cap,
Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash.
I opened the shutters and slashed up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the luster of midday to objects below.
When out on the rooftop, the noise was so purry
I knew furry Santa Claws was in a hurry. 
 
And what to my lovely blue eyes should appear 
But Santa himself in his full cat sled gear.
More rapid than cheetahs his coursers they came,
And he whistled and shouted
 and called them by name.

“Now Tabatha! Felix! Now Tommy and Muffy!
On Mittens! On Spitfire! On Rascal and Fluffy!
To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall!
Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the housetop the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of cat toys, and Santa Claws, too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard, to my awe,
The prancing and scratching of each little claw.
Old Santa Claws purred, through the kitty door went. 
Then he stopped and he sniffed,
 and he picked up a scent. 

The cat treats we left him were by the back door. 
We kitties had baked them an hour before. 
He set about working, with nary a sigh, 
And filled up the stockings with cat toys piled high. 

And white-bearded Santa Claws, jolly and fat, 
Hauled a bag full of presents, and all for a cat. 
“The best Christmas ever!” I thought with a purr, 
Then I coughed up a hair ball
 and shed some more fur.

Claws waved once at me with his mighty cat paw. 
Although I was hiding, my black nose he saw. 
He flew out the kitty door, in such a rush, 
Jumped right on his cat sled
 and howled out, “Mush! Mush!”
 
The eight Maine coon cat team was raring to go. 
Their paws had grown chilly,
 as they stood on the snow. 
I heard Santa exclaim, as he rose out of sight: 
“Meowy Christmas to all, and to cats a good life!”

Three for Holiday Gifts...www.SDWriteWay.org
The Free eZine for all 

San Diego writers
Check out the Calendar for a 

complete listing of all Writing Events

Published by Guild member:
Sam Warren



Meet Sam Warren, our incoming President.  Sam 
will succeed Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara in January 
2010.

Sam Warren’s uneventful youth was spent in the 
small farming community of Halstead in the state of 
Kansas. His parents were from a more liberal branch 
of the Mennonite religion. Upon graduation from 
a business college he enlisted in the US Army and 
after a year in Korea, he was stationed at Walter 
Reed Medical Center. 

In the ‘60s he was attached to the Defense 
Intelligence Agency and assigned to the American 
Embassy in Moscow in the middle of the cold war. 
His first experience as a writer was as a part 
time editor of the embassy newsletter, This Week 
in Moscow, and wrote articles for his hometown 
newspaper.

After leaving the service in 1970, he attended 
Orange Coast College and later started a publishing 
company that published a number of tabloids 
including a community newspaper The Santa Ana 
Journal, The West Coast Military News and a Spanish 
language community tabloid, El Hispano.

After selling his business in 1980, he moved 

to San Diego where he started a data entry 
maquiladora in Tijuana. Later he was editor of the 
Uptown San Diego Examiner and published the 
short-lived Border Business Journal. His column, 
“The Baja Beat,” was published in six community 
tabloids.

He wrote and published a number of books, 
including a family guidebook, Having Fun in Tijuana, 
Baja by Night, Sin Diego, and a humor book, The 
Priest, the Pastor, and the Rabbi.

In the ‘90s, He continued to publish books, 
and edited newsletters and directories for a legal 
information publishing company. In 2000, he was 
arrested on trumped up charges at his bed and 
breakfast in Playas de Tijuana. 

The corrupt police stole everything he owned and 
he spent over three years in Baja prisons. In 2003, 
an honest lawyer was able to have all the charges 
dropped. His latest book, Tales from the Tijuana 
Jails, was written about his experiences there.

In addition to book publishing for clients, he now 
edits and publishes a WebZine for San Diego writers 
at www.sdwriteway.org

The Guild welcomes Sam as President.  It is a 
demanding job and we hope that you will each step 
forward and help when he asks for assistance.  The 
Guild belongs to all of us.
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Another great meeting in November!  We had several guests. Our announcement by members section 
has gotten to be very popular. I asked those members to send the info to me. I enjoy listening to their 
progress that I forget to write all the notes.

Loch David Crane, who will be entertaining for the ‘Tween party, gave us a demonstration of his “magic.” 
He is a character and a great showman. His magic is really a glimpse into the mind of a genius. I’m sure 
that you will enjoy his performance.

Our in-coming President, Sam Warren, has been arranging programs for the New Year. Good job!
The other genius that I am familiar with at the meeting is Richard Lederer. I don’t say this casually, but 

truly. Those of us who are not quite geniuses enjoy the challenge of the presence of these people. I don’t 
mean to embarrass them, I mean total respect. I does fascinate me though, how their minds work.

I have had a wonderful time being President of our Guild for the last three years. When I first started, 
the board was meeting every month on the second Tuesday of the month. It seemed to me that we really 
didn’t have enough business to meet every month, so I suggested that we meet every other month. That 
worked alright, but the board members asked me if we could go back to monthly meetings. Their reason 
was that they enjoyed each other’s company and camaraderie. Wow, what group of leaders do you know 
that chose to be together that often?  This is a very neat group of people to be with on a monthly basis. 
Luckily for me, as Past President, I will still be able to attend the board meetings. This sounds like such a 
good commercial, I would be remiss if I didn’t invite you to join our board of directors. Our meetings start 
at 5:30 PM and are finished at or before 6:30 PM.

Another board member retiring after many years of service is Judy Edelblute. She has been the Secretary 
for our board. Her minutes have been a very good record for us. Thank you, Judy!!!

Our mission statement is very simple. “The Guild shall promote, support and encourage the writing arts 
for adults and youth”. We also pick up a few good friendships along the way too. What a deal!!!

Namaste,Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Outgoing President, SDW/EG

 

Prez Says...



SDW/EG meets on the fourth Monday of every month at the Joyce Beers Community Center in the Uptown District Shopping Center, between 8th 
Avenue and Vermont, off University Avenue, just east of Hwy 163 (near Trader Joe’s). The doors open at 6:30 p.m. for socializing and the meeting 
begins at 7:00 p.m. A $5 donation is required from non-members.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE: LOOK WHAT
THE GUILD HAS  LINED UP FOR YOU 

SDW/EG meets on the fourth Monday of every month at the Joyce Beers Community Center in the Uptown District Shopping Center, between 8th 

The next meeting of the
SDW/EG will be: 

6:30P.M.

DECEMBER 28TH
JOYCE BEERS 

COMMUNITY CENTER
IN HILLCREST

• DECEMBER 28TH ð
HOLIDAY óTWEEN PARTY POTLUCK
JOYCE BEERS COMMUNITY CENTER

Å MON. JAN. 25 ð (6:30 PM 8:30 PM)  
JEFF ARCHER, 

WRITER AND INDEPENDENT PUBLISHER

HEALTH SERVICES COMPLEX

Å MON. FEB. 22 ð (6:30 TO 8:30 PM) 
PENNY C. SANSEVIERI, 

INTERNET MARKETING AND SOCIAL MEDIA

HEALTH SERVICES COMPLEX
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• HOLIDAY ôTWEEN PARTY 

ÅA CATõS NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

 RICHARD LEDERER

ÅHAIL AND FAREWELL PRESIDENT PEGGYõS 
OUTGOING MESSAGE

ÅSAM WARRENñNEW FACE AT THE PODIUM

ADVANCE NOTICE
 OUR NEW MEETING PLACE 

STARTING  JANUARY 2010 
  HEALTH SERVICES COMPLEX

THE SAN DIEGO ROOM
3851 ROSECRANS ST. SD 92110 

BETWEEN OLD TOWN AND 
SPORTS ARENA AREAS

NOTE: SEE THE JANUARY ISSUE OF 
THE WRITERôS LIFE 

OR GO TO 
WWW.SANDIEGOWRITERSGUILD.ORG 
FOR A MAP TO THE NEW LOCATION


