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MISSION STATEMENT: THE GUILD SHALL PROMOTE, SUPPORT AND 
ENCOURAGE THE WRITING ARTS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH.
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Sunbelt Publications

JENNIFER SILVA REDMOND
to speak at February Meeting

Jennifer Silva Redmond is Editor-in-Chief of Sunbelt Publications, 
an award-winning small press that celebrates the natural and cultural 
history of the Californias. She has written for publications as diverse 
as Science of Mind, Cruising World, and Dog Fancy; one of her stories 
is featured in Latinos in Lotusland: An Anthology of Contemporary 
Southern California Literature (Bilingual Review Press, March 2008). 
Co-founding editor of Sea of Cortez Review (1998-2001), Ms. Silva 
Redmond joined Sunbelt in 2000; she enjoys speaking to writersô 
groups and guiding both well-known and first-time authors through 
the acquisition, editing, and production of their books. 

President Peggy typed her fingernails to the quick on her review of last monthôs program.  (See page 
2).  So I thought this would be a great opportunity to tell her how much we appreciate her. Peggy is 
open, approachable, easy to get along with, industrious, and creative.  So, be sure to drop a word in 
her ear (or give her a big hug) at Monday nightôs meeting.

Peggy...

The Members of the San Diego Writers / Editors Guild

will return next month



I am happy to be able to review this program. I 
have to admit that last year when Taryn spoke, I 
was mostly impressed with how young she was. This 
year, I was impressed with how much she knows 
and her hands on experience in the agency 
world.

The Sandra Dijkstra Agency office gets 
about 150 unsolicited manuscripts, 
monthly (I think it was). Each weekend 
Taryn takes home a plastic bin full of 
what they call their ñslushò pile. There 
just might be that book that catches 
her eye.

What will get her attention? 
First, a well-written professional 
letter. No gimmicks, or zany stuff. 
Secondly, a ñhookò from the story 
that then tempts her to read some 
pages.

The most important part of your book 
is... your TITLE. One of the best ways to 
get a good title is to read through your 
work with the title in mind. It is already 
there in your writing.

In your proposal  letter, compare your 
work to another writer in your genre. Not in a 
bragging way, but to illustrate that you are familiar 
with your genre. You need to know your competition. 
For nonfiction, you need to create a distinctive 
identity. You ñfind a need and fill itò.

Nonfiction proposal:
Overview 1-2 pages, chapter outline, market 

analysis and your ñwhyò it is needed, comparison of 
titles, 2 sample chapters-# 1 and 2 (Donôt ever send 
any other chapters to an agent. The first question 
would be, ñWhat happened first? Is it that badly 
written?ò), a great title for your book, and author 
biography.

All proposals sent should be double-spaced and 
single sided.

A query letter is one page. First your ñhookòðthat 
is the elevator speech summary of the storyð
bio,your writing experience

Find and follow the agency guidelines.Kelly, 
Dijkstraôs receptionist, opens all the mail. These are 
things she looks for:

Query letter, no more than 50 pages of content, 
self-addressed stamped envelope, sparkle, 
endorsement of your work from a bookseller, writers 

group, etc., a reason that you are submitting to this 
agency (one of their other writers is in your genre, 
they represent your kind of writing). 

Try to put yourself in the position of an agent. 
They basically are salespeople. Ask yourself 
these questions:

 How is my book different? What makes 
me the right person to write this book? 
Why is there a need now?

 You need to be conversant with your 
book in two ways. The elevator speech 
is a 30 second capsule of your story. 
The second is the cocktail party 
speech. This is a whole paragraph 
with your 3 or 4 best story points.
 When submitting, donôt submit 

more than one proposal at a time. In 
your letter, it is great to mention that 

you are working on your next novel 
or sequelðit shows that you are a 

career writer. It shows your professional 
commitment, to say, ñI met you at the 

SDWE/G meeting in January,ò or at a 
writerôs conference. Your bio may include 

any awards that you have won, professional 
memberships (like the SDWE/G),a  short story 
published in an anthology or writers journals, and 
any other writing experienceðeven a column or 
reviewð that is relevant to your book.

Do not pester an agent. It may take 6-8 weeks for 
a response from where she works. Thank you notes 
are appreciated. However, not giftsðcandy, trinkets, 
etc.

A writerôs agent represents the book and writer to 
the publishing  houses. This includes negotiations, 
auctions, the whole process. It usually takes a 
year or more from acceptance to a printed book. A 
writer today needs to have a web site. If your book 
is accepted and will be printed, you will be more 
successful if your hire a book publicist to help with 
marketing and sales.

This was a wonderful talk from a very 
knowledgeable young lady in our field. More notes 
were taken, but all I can say is, ñYou should have 
been there for this talkò.

Thank you Taryn, once again, for  being such a nice 
human being and sharing with us your world of the 
writers agency business.

BY PEGGY LIPSCOMB-KAZAWARA

HOW TO GET YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED
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THE RETURN OF 
TARYN FAGERNESS



Novels by Carl Nelson
Available at all major bookstores, online and at:

NEW CENTURY PRESS Å 1055 Bay Blvd, Suite C, Chula Vista, CA 91911
Ph: 800-519-2465 Å 619-476-7400 Å Fax: 619-476-7474 Å www.newcenturypress.com

  

ñFinalistò National Best Books 2008 Awards! Nominated for a Pulitzer 
Prize, Madam President and the Admiral is about saving earth 
from itself. Realizing that between 1970 and the present, human 
activity has depleted one-third of earthôs natural wealth: Fresh cover, 
fresh water, marine fisheries, and fossil fuel President Abigail Cass 
Steele faces the long term destruction of the planet at the same 
time she must deal with potential combat with China, This love story, 
wrapped in war, crosses genre boundaries taking the reader to scenes 
of fierce battle as well as personal and political tragedy on the home 
front. 

Secret Players
Secret Players, Carl Nelsonôs second novel, was recently 

recognized as ñbest thrillerò of 2003 by the prestigious San 
Diego Book Awards Association. Covering the last 50 years of 
the twentieth century, Secret Players moves back and forth 
between America and Japan. Opening with a tale of gripping terror 
aboard ship, it then chronicles the story of the post war lives of 
an American and Japanese man who first met in that WW II sea 
battle. Secret Players is about international intrigue and behind-
the-scenes power run amok. But is also about how their families 
become intertwined. The finale is between the two men and their 
wives who intervene to prevent another mass war. A metaphor for 
the hate existent in the modern world of terror, the book shakes 
the reader in light of 9/11 and questions whether there can ever 
be reconciliation. A challenging read.

The Advisor
The Advisor (Co-van) won the first Southern California Writers 

Conference ñbest fictionò award, It is about sailors, SEALs 
and Marines fighting for Vietnamôs freedom at the end of that 
controversial war. Commander Blake Lawrence, a blue water 
officer, must adapt to a foreign culture and treacherous riverine 
guerrilla warfare in the brown water of the Rung Sat Special 
Zone (RSSZ). There, he fights the Vietcong and his own admiral 
to protect the Long Tau Channel, the most strategic river in the 
Vietnam War. In 1975, back at sea in command of a destroyer, 
Blake witnesses ñBlack April,ò the loss of South Vietnamôs 
freedom. 

Paid Advertisement



IN THE MIST OF CHOOSING COLLEGES
BY RICHARD LEDERER

Viw the complete list of 
Richard Ledererôs books at

www.verbivore.com
To order Richard Ledererôs 

books and calendars visit 
his website or call: 

858-549-6788

Across our nation, 
many high-school seniors 
will soon receive letters 
informing them that they 
have or have not gained 
admission to the colleges 
and universities of their 
parentsô choice. 

If the contents of the 
eagerly awaited envelope 
are thin, the news is 
probably bad. If the 
contents are thick with 
information about the 
institution of higher 
learning, the long and 
arduous application 
process has probably 
been successful.  

Caught up in the hurly-
burly, helter-skelter 
and hugger-mugger of 
college applications, 
a student aspiring to 
enter Bates College, in 
Lewiston, Maine, once 
wrote, ñI am in the mist 
of choosing colleges.ò 
William Hiss, Dean of 
Admissions at Bates, 
has penetrated that mist 
by culling bloopers he 
has received from the 
admissions essays that 
stream into his office and 
sharing the best of them 
with us:

B If there is a single 
word to describe me that 
word would have to be 
ñprofectionist.ò

B I was abducted into 
the national honor 
society.

B So this is the essay 
that will get me into 
Bates. Let me tell you 
about mee.

B In my senior year I 
am serving as writing 
editor of the yearbook. 

B I function well as an 
individual and a group. 

B I have made the 
horror role every 
semester.

B I want to be fully 
bilingual in three or more 

languages. 
B I would like to become 

a veterinarian. I have 
had some experience 
with animals. I have 
volunteered in dog 
kennels and cat houses.

B I like Bates because it 
is very private and small 
in stature.

B Bates is a college I 
can excell far in.

B Mathematics has hung 
like a stork around my 
neck.

B I am writing to tell 
you that I was very 
discouraged when I 
found out that I had 
been differed from Bates.

B Needles to say . . .
And Scott Anderson, 

a dean of admissions 
at Cornell University, 
in Ithaca, New York, 
and formerly at Vassar 
College, in Poughkeepsie, 
New York, has sent us 
his treasure trove of 
excerpts from admissions 
essays:

B I would love to attend 
a college where the 
foundation was built 
upon women.

B Playing the saxophone 
lets me develop 
technique and skill 
which will help me in the 
future, since I would like 
to become a doctor.

B I look at each day 
as a challenge and 
an adventure and as 
another experience on 
my stepladder of life.

B If Homer's primary 
view of mortal life could 
be expressed in a word, 
it would be this: life is 
fleeting.

B Take Wordsworth, 
for example; every one 
of his words is worth a 
hundred words.

B Going to school in 
your wonderfully Gothic 
setting would be an 

exiting challenge.
B My mother worked 

hard to provide me with 
whatever I needed in my 
life, a good home, a stale 
family and a wonderful 
education.

Plans for the 2nd 
Annual San Diego 
Childrenôs Book Festival 
are underway! 

The San Diego Public 
Library in partnership 
with Target is hosting 
the Festival on May 
9th, 2009, at the same 
location as last year at 
the North University 
City Community Branch 
Library and Nobel 
Recreation Center.

 We valued the Guildôs 
participation last year 
and look forward to 
working with you again 
on this yearôs event.

 At last yearôs festival 
we had over 5000 people 
and we expect growth 
at this yearôs event by 
preparing for 7,000-
10,000 people to visit 
the festival through out 
the day. 

We have award-
winning and best-selling 
authors confirmed as 
well as music and dance 
performances that are 
sure to bring out families 
from all around San 
Diego. 

This event is free and 
open to the public and 
a dynamic way to raise 
support for the San 
Diego Public Library.

 The vendor application 
and additional 
information are avaiable 
on the Website. 

Our website is  
updated with the 2009 
information, 

More details are 
available  at www.
supportmylibrary.org.  

 Courtney Jackson
Development Assistant
San Diego Public Library 

Foundation
office: 619.236.5849
email: cjackson@suppor

tmylibrary.org

2ND ANNUAL 
SAN DIEGO 

CHILDRENôS 
BOOK FAIR

authors confirmed as 
well as music and dance 

FREE WRITERS 
CLASSES OFFERED 

through San Diego 
Community College, 

Continuing Education.
Register in the first class, 
you may join the class at 

anytime.
Monday, 10-1 pm, Joyce 
Beers Center, 388-4600 
Wednesday, 12:30-2:30  
pm, College Ave. Senior 

Center, 388-4500
Wednesday,9-12 noon, 
Penisula Senior Service 

Center, 221-6973
Thursday, 9-12 noon, 

Peninsula  Senior Center, 
221-6973.

There are other classes 
with computer use, 

researching. ebay and much 
more. Call  Oasis for more 

information.




