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cont. p.9 Prez says

The very popular and informative
Taryn Fagerness to Return 

as Guild Speaker

                             Taryn Fagerness is subrights manager, selling 
foreign rights to over 35 countries around the world, along with film rights, 
audio rights and merchandising rights.  She is also actively building her list 
and specializes in mainstream fiction, science fiction, and non fiction with a 
science or environmental angle.  Some of the books on which she’s worked 
recently include: Rowing Across the Ocean: One Womanôs Adventure from 
Office to Ocean by Roz Savage, Stuff: Compulsive Hoarding and the Meaning 
of Things by Randy Frost and Gail Steketee, and How to Make Out in the 
Supply Room: Fun Things To Make And Do When The Boss Isnôt Looking by 
Rachel Rifat.

SANDRA DIJKSTRA 
AGENT

Happy 2009!
Thank you Richard Lederer and Shelly Johnson-

Labertew for creating such an original, cheerful greeting 
card in lieu of our December newsletter. Wow, what 
creativity!!

This newsletter will be mailed earlier than usual in case 
you might be suffering from “newsletter withdrawal.”

Be sure to read the reviews of our November and 
December activities along with our 2009 programs for the 
first quarter.

Make this year, the year that you come out of your 
“hidey-hole” and spend time with your fellow writers.

So you say you are a writer? Send your contribution to 
our continuing story. It is sort of like the serial movies we 
saw at the theaters on Saturdays, except you write the 
next episode.

New Years’ messages are usually about resolutions, so 
here is my story.

Once upon a time, there were four little pumpkins 
sitting on the cool fireplace hearth. It had been early 
November when they had been brought from the cold 

grocery store to a home. The lady had paid very little for 
them since it was after Halloween. She liked to cook fresh 
pumpkin, so they knew they wouldn’t be sitting forever.

Then one day, the house was quiet and real cold. No 
telephone, TV or people noise was heard. The lady had 
gone out of town for a vacation. 

Three of the pumpkins were content with the peace 
and quiet. The fourth pumpkin was upset ! It missed the 
humans. It tried to cry out, but alas, no sound was heard.

The little pumpkin got more and more agitated until it 
turned rotten, right there on the hearth. Finally the day 
arrived when the lady returned home. 

There was lots of hustle and bustle, TV, telephone 
and people sounds once again filled the home. The three 
little pumpkins wondered what would happen when the 
lady discovered the rotten one. Three days passed. Then 
there were horrible sounds; sneezing, coughing, nose-
blowing, hacking sounds coming out of the lady. All of 
a sudden, she looked at the hearth. What she saw were 
three pumpkins, looking mighty fine, and the fourth one-



BY ELLEN SHAW TUFTS

HOW TO THROW A COOL TWEENER   

Porter agreed to 
review a new James  
Murdoch novel, Dark 

Apocalypse, for Hancock’s 
“The Writers Edge” newsletter 

(www.the writersedge.com); Wolf  
reported reviewing Ralph Cates’ 
Black October for his web site  
(www.thefifthquill.com) and a 
suggestion ensued that every 

Guild meeting feature a 
member’s new book or 

major publication.
 

Sharing, schmoozing and chocolate 
satin pie…

Santa, back home up North,  never made the 
Guild’s Holiday “Tween” bash on December 
29, but board member Gered Beeby filled a 
walk-on host/emcee role for our shared 2009 
watch.

After Beeby asked “What’s new with 
you?”  spontaneous comments followed 
from the foursome tables  including 
members and guests Tom Leech, John 
“Jack” Wolf, Georganna Hancock and 
Doug Porter, Some of these networking 
results were immediate: Porter agreed to 
review a new James  Murdoch novel, Dark 
Apocalypse, for Hancock’s “The Writers Edge” 
newsletter (www.thewritersedge.com); Wolf  
reported reviewing Ralph Cates’ Black October 
for his web site  (www.foxandquill.com) and a suggestion 
ensued that every Guild meeting feature a member’s new 

DECEMBER 9, 2008

San Diego Writers/Editors Guild co-sponsored this year’s San Diego Press Club holiday party at the Athenaeum Music 
& Arts Library in La Jolla on Tuesday, December 9, 2008. Dressed in “holiday casual” over 100 guests participated in 
this annual event. Hosted wine, delectable edibles, art exhibits and live entertainment were enjoyed by all. Take-home 
wine goblets featuring the Press Club’s 35th Anniversary logo got well-used all around. Several Guild members attended: 
Gered and Myrna Beeby, Bob and Honey Doublebower, Ellen Shaw Tufts, Gene and Wanda Elmore, Gary Winters, John 
Wolf with his friend Susanne Maloy, Warren and Peggy Harmon. 

Located at the corner of Girard and Wall Streets in the heart of La Jolla, the Athenaeum Library is devoted exclusively 
to music and art. One of only 16 nonprofit membership libraries in the United States, the Athenaeum is open to the 
public five days a week. Library members may check out any of its numerous materials. The Athenaeum also presents an 
eclectic, year-round schedule of art exhibitions, concerts, lectures, art classes, tours, and special events. The San Diego 
Press Club could not have picked a more elegant venue for this special holiday gala. 

BY GERED BEEBY
SAN DIEGO PRESS CLUB HOLIDAY GALA   

ZOUNDS...IT MUST HAVE 
BEEN DECEMBER!

book or major publication.
Buffet standouts—more festive and filling than the usual 

party hors d’oeuvres—included Sam Warren’s 
veggie trays, also Caroline McCullagh’s Irish 

oatmeal cookies, Wanda Elmore’s  Black 
Russian Cake, Sue Wolf’s Black Satin Pie 

and Lime Cheesecake, also Myrna Beeby’s 
Holiday Deviled Eggs, Margarat Harmon’s 
Health Fudgie Brownies, Penelope James’s 

Humus with Crackers, and  an especially 
delightful surprise, Suzanna Maley’s 

super Brunch Casserole Chunkies—and of 
course  Martinelli’s Apple Cider and fruit 

juices.
We missed President Peggy Lipscomb-

Kazwara. Who was out of the city with her 
family for the holiday, but Host Beeby kept us 

all wishing and toasting mutual good health, 
blessings and all the best in 2009.

 



www.SDWriteWay.org
The Free eZine for all 

San Diego writers

Check out the Calendar for a 
complete listing of all Writing 

Events

Published by Guild member:
Sam Warren

Advertising Rates for The Writerôs Life
Ad Size Dimensions 

(inches)
General Price 
per Month

Member Price 
per Month

4 Month 
Package

Guild 4 Month 
Package

1/4 column 3.5 x 1.75 $4.00 $3.60 $14.00 $12.80
1/3 column 3.5 x 3.5 $6.00 $5.40 $21.00 $19.20
1/2 column 3.5 x 5 $8.00 $7.20 $28.00 $25.60
1/3 page 3.5 x 7.5 $10.00 $9.00 $35.00 $32.00
1/2 page 6 x 7.5 $12.00 $10.80 $42.00 $38.40
Full Page 7.5 x 10 $15.00 $13.60 $52.50 $48.00

Deadline for advertising is the 25th of the month prior to desired publication.

The Writers Brunch
Everyone welcome!

 This month the brunch will be at 11am on 
Saturday the 29th of November at the Babbo Grande 

between Centre Street and Park Blvd.

Contact:
Sam Warren 
editor@SDWriteWay.org
San Diego WriteWay
The FREE eZine for 
San Diego Writers and Publishers
Bookwarren Publishing Services 
3922 Eighth Ave., Studio 1, San Diego, CA 92103
619) 674-3066
http://www.SDWriteWay.org / 
http://www.Bookwarren.com
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Search Engine 
Optimization

Site Design & Hosting

 Desktop Publishing

Ad Design

contact:
Ken@MystiqueMedia.net   

Poetic Brew
Open Mic Poetry Reading

Third Tuesday of each month (January 20)
7 pm (sign-ups start at 6:30 pm)

Rebecca’s Coffeehouse (30th & Juniper, South Park)
A Poetry Open Mic with the flavor of San Diego’s original 

Poetic Brew, set in the warm and friendly venue of 
Rebecca’s Coffeehouse in South Park and hosted by the 

warm and friendly Eber Lambert. Read up to 3 poems or 
for 3 minutes and 33 seconds. There are sure to be some 

of your favorite locals reading, plus a different feature poet 
each month. So bring your good stuff and take the Open 

Mic stage.

January Feature ð Inaugural Poets Project
Calling All Poets: Join the nation-wide Inauguration Day 
Poetry Event. Poets across the country are asked to write 
an original “inaugural poem” for President Barack Obama 

and to read it for the first time at an Inauguration Day 
Poetry Event. Poetic Brew is joining in this national event 

which will feature the most debut poems at a single time in 
history.

Write your poem (limit 3 minutes, 33 seconds), and bring 
it to January’s Poetic Brew.

 

ðTHOMAS JEFFERSON



A ROBERT BURNS QUARTIMILLENIAL CELEBRATION
BY RICHARD LEDERER

Viw the complete list of 
Richard Lederer’s books at

www.verbivore.com
To order Richard Lederer’s 

books and calendars visit his 
website or call: 

858-549-6788

On January 25, 1759—250 
years ago—the most famous 
poet in Scotland entered the 
earthly stage. When he was 
untimely ripped from this 
mortal coil in 1796, Robert 
Burns was but 37 years 
of age. In honor of the 
quartimillennial of Bobby 
Burns’s birth, I offer my 
favorite quotations about 
poetry.

“I could no more define 
poetry than a terrier can 
define a rat,” observes the 
English poet A. E. Housman.  
It is doubtful that words can 
ever bottle the full essence 
of poetry, and fabricating 
a definition of poetry to 
fit every poem may be as 
baggy and rumpled as a suit 
to fit every man.  As Dylan 
Thomas cautions us about 
such attempts, “There is no 
such thing as poetry, only 
poems.” Still, the following 
anthology of statements 
may help to broaden our 
understanding of what it is 
poetry tries to do:

•Language is the greatest 
achievement of culture; 
poetry is the greatest 
achievement of language.

       —Vladimir Alexandrov
•The magic of literary art, 

especially poetry, consists 
in suggesting with words 
what words cannot possibly 
say.

                —Martin Angoff
•Poetry is simply the most 

beautiful, impressive, and 
widely effective mode of 
saying things.

             —Matthew Arnold
•To write poetry, I must 

soak myself with the 
gasoline of words and 
then torch myself so that 
I can burn bright and see 
what’s going on around 
me.  Writing poetry, that 

act of language and fire, 
makes me feel purpose in a 
universe that often feels like 
a severe joke.

       —Michael Bettencourt
•That the poems are 

useful to others, that they 
are bread, that they can 
be eaten, and strengthen 
strangers, that is precisely 
our goal, our reward, our 
vocation.

                    —Robert Bly
•At certain periods of 

history it is only poetry that 
is capable of dealing with 
reality by condensing it 
into something graspable, 
something that otherwise 
couldn’t be retained by the 
mind.

             —Joseph Brodsky
•Poetry is one of the forms 

of joy, the most articulate, 
the most expanding, and, 
therefore, the most fulfilling 
form.  It is no separation 
from the world; it is the 
mankind of the world, the 
most human language of 
man’s uncertain romance 
with the universe.

                   —John Ciardi
•The poet is a liar who 

always speaks the truth.
                 —Jean Cocteau
•If I read a book, and it 

makes my body so cold no 
fire can ever warm me, I 
know that  is poetry.  If I 
feel physically as if the top 
of my head were taken off, I 
know that  is poetry.  These 
are the only ways I know it.  
Is there any other way?

             —Emily Dickinson
•A poem is a momentary 

stay against confusion.
                  —Robert Frost 
•Poetry is the language in 

which man explores his own 
amazement.

             —Christopher Fry
•Poetry is truth dwelling in 

beauty.
                        —Gilfillan
•There is no money in 

poetry, but then there is no 
poetry in money, either.

               —Robert Graves
•Poetry is the art of 

uniting pleasure with truth.
            —Samuel Johnson
•When power leads man to 

arrogance, poetry reminds 
him of his limitations. 
When power narrows the 
area of man’s concern, 
poetry reminds him of the 
richness and diversity of 
his existence. When power 
corrupts, poetry cleanses.

            —John F. Kennedy
•A poem should not mean
But be.
         —Archibald MacLeish
•The crown of literature is 

poetry. It is its end and aim. 
It is the sublimest activity 
of the human mind. It is the 
achievement of beauty and 
delicacy. The writer of prose 
can only step aside when 
the poet passes.
    —W. Somerset Maugham
•Poetry might be defined 

as a kind of language that 
says more and says it more 
intensely than does ordinary 
language.

            —Laurence Perrine
•Poetry is news that is still 

news.
                   —Ezra Pound
•Poetry is the synthesis of 

hiacynths and biscuits.  
               —Carl Sandburg
•Something well said is 

something well said, but 
something superbly said is 
a poem.

       —Lewis Putnam Turco
•Poetry is the power of 

defining the indefinable in 
terms of the unforgettable.

          —Louis Untermeyer
•Prose is to poetry as 

walking is to dancing.
                   —Paul Valéry

•A poem compresses much 
into a small space and adds 
music, thus heightening its 
meaning. 

                   —E. B. White
•Poetry is the spontaneous 

overflow of powerful 
feelings: it takes its origin 
from emotion recollected in 
tranquillity.

       —William Wordsworth

“God guard me from those 
thoughts men think

In the mind alone;
He that sings a lasting 

song
Thinks in a marrow-bone;”
     —William Butler Yeats
 

ðABRAHAM 
LINCOLN



The San Diego Writers / Editors Guild has a Manuscript Evaluation Program.
Members of the Guild may submit up to 30 pages of their novel, short fiction or

memoir for evaluation by the Guild’s Recommendation Committee. The fee is $20.

The Committee members will critique the manuscript and assign a rating, either Highest Recommendation, Highly 
Recommended, Recommended or No Recommendation. This evaluation can then be used by the author when contacting 
agents, editors and publishers.

To submit your manuscript, download these documents and forms from the Guild’s website, and follow the instructions:
        * Author Procedure
        * Preview Submission Form
        * SRC Procedures and Summary
        * Manuscript Evaluation Form 
If you want to participate in this program and are not a member, you will need to join the Guild.
If you have any questions, please contact the Manuscript Coordinator.
For more information go to www.sdwritersguild.org and click on Manuscript Evaluation Program.
The Guild review process was recently accepted as a “review” by the San Diego Public Library.  According to the 

librarian, having a legitimate review is the only way to get your book onto the library’s shelves.

Reviewers 
Needed!

The SDW/EG general meetings are at 6:30PM on the fourth 
Monday of each month in the Joyce Beers Community 
Center in Hillcrest in the Uptown Shopping Center across 
from Trader Joe’s at 3900 Vermont Street, San Diego.

VISIT 
SDWRITERSGUILD.ORG

for pictures and 
information NOT 

in newsletter as well  as a 
printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.
Are there things 

you would like to see on 
the website or newsletter?  

Notify
 Shelley Johnson-Labertew 

by phone or email:
Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

253-277-0277

President - Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Immediate Past President - Ruth Ritchie
1st Vice-President (programs - contact President)
2nd Vice-President(publicity) - Bob Doublebower
Secretary - Judy Edelblute
Treasurer - Gene Elmore
Membership - Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
Webmaster - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
At-Large - Ellen Shaw Tufts
At-Large - Gered Beeby
At-Large - Ruth Leyse-Wallace  
At-Large - Sam Warren

SAN DIEGO WRITERS & EDITORS GUILD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Post Office Box 881931 
San Diego, California 

92168. 
Phone

(619)619-223-3634 
Fax

(253)277-0277
We’re on the Web!
sdwritersguild.org

Deadline for submission 
to 

The Writerôs Life is 
the 10th of the month of 

publication.  
E-mail copy and 
photographs to: 

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net
NOTE: All email 

submissions must have:
SDWEG Newsletter/Web

in subject bar to 
guarantee consideration.

Please include your 
telephone number and/

or email address. 
We accept news, 

events, prose, expert 
opinions, letters to 
the editor and cash 

donations.  
We reserve the right 
to edit any material 

submitted.

THE WRITERôS LIFE 

IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

BY THE SAN DIEGO 

WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD

LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE GOOD REVIEWERS
The Guild’s Manuscript Review Program is looking for a few more good manuscript reviewers to add to our current 

panel.  Three-page previews and 30-page segments are reviewed.  Please e-mail interest, along with genres in which you 
work, to doublebower@sbcglobal.net.  

THE WRITERôS LIFE

 

 
  ðLYNDON B. 

JOHNSON



Welcome to the Writers/Editors Guild  óStory a la Carteô, 
v.2008/9.  We all know, at some point,  youôve harbored 
the thought, ñHell, I can write a better story than thatò.  
So, now, hereôs your chance.  The Rules are pretty simple.  
Iôve provided the starting point of our story.  Any Guild 
member may now propose the next 200, or so, words.  
Entries should be sent to me at doublebower@sbcglobal.
net  by the 10th of the month.  You may take the story 
in any direction you choose, new or otherwise.  You may 
add characters, re-define venue, shift genre, etc., etc.,  or 
all of the above, as long as some reasonable continuity 
is preserved.  Creativity is the pearl we seek.  From all 
entries received, I will pick the one I like best, which will 
then appear in the next newsletter, and on the website, 
with attribution and a brief note about your current writing 
endeavor, and the cycle starts anew.  So, join in, and have 
the most fun 200 words can provide.

Sorry, boss!” shouted Lee.  “But our huntin’ trip is over!”  
The man’s eyes bulged with a crazed look.  A wind gust 
billowed his long coat.

        Elliot knew that look.  An icy worm of dread 
wriggled in his gut.  “No,” Elliot groaned.  “You didn’t—“

“That’s right, boss!” Lee gasped, swiping a hand across 
his mouth.  “I seen… lights again.  Little orange lights… by 

STORY A LA CARTE

The Set-Up

It was a dark and soon-to-be stormy night. Dark, now, 
the result of the phone call Elliot had just received, despite 
the yellow moon hanging in the trees, and stormy, soon 
enough, when  Lee found out.  This was the last thing he 
needed.

Sitting on the edge of the bed, head in hands, he tried to 
make sense of it all.  Life in this rat-trap resort town had 
been all ups and downs since he’d gotten here, far from 
the peaceful respite he had envisioned.  And Lord knows he 
needed respite.   

It had taken the better part of four weeks for him to 
convince Lee to join him, and now this.  This would not sit 
well.  Not to mention the call was, of course, an option, but 
not a particularly good one.  

The past, as they say, was never far behind, and, of 
all the things which had made Lee reticent, this led the 
parade.  It had always bubbled just below the surface, for 
as long as they’d known each other.  

A breeze picked up from across the broad parking lot, and 
animated the curtains, such as they were.  In another life, 
the evening would be idyllic.  But, in this one, the door was 
thrown open, and in stormed Lee.

Part  II 
Submitted by Richard G. Peterson CIV AAUSN

Since The Writerôs Life took a holiday hiatus and was 
not published last month, we are running the November 
submission again to remind  everyone of the serial short-
story that Bob Doublebower is shepherding for the Guild.

Do Lee and Elliot see a UFO?  Will they be safe?  Has 
Earth been invaded?  Give us your take.

Story A La Carte is the brainchild of Guild Member Bob 
Doublebower.  We can have a lot of fun with this format... 
only limited by your imaginations.  Each month we will 
present a new section, about 200 words in length.  

For most writers 200 words consists of thinking time and 
an hour of writing and editing.  It will be a one time deal, 
help hone your writing skills plus give you a chance to 
show of your prose.

So put on your thinking cap and come up with part III.  
Then write it up and email to: doublebower@sbcglobal.net

Have fun! smj, the Editor

Give us your takeé
Our Story Beginsé

Written by Bob Doublebower

      ðFRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

the swamp.  We gotta get goin’!”
“Blast!”  Lee pounded his knee with a fist.  Their hunting 

trip had been going so well.   Batavia was a rat-trap town, 
sure enough, but the lush woods around it stretched for 
miles and the peaceful morning—

“Come on, man!” Lee jabbed a finger toward the trees.  
“Out there… gotta get goin’.”

A distant lightning crackled.  Tree leaves rustled loudly as 
the wind quickened.  Jesus, it was going to rain for sure.  
Humor him, thought Elliot.  Just a little longer, then I’m 
outta here tomorrow.  “What do I bring?”

“Flashlight… by my bag,” yelled Lee.  “The big one.”  A 
quick breath, then: “Boss, we’re gonna see some UFO’s 
tonight… feel it in my bones.”

Elliot yanked his leather jacket off a wall hook.  Lee was 
already outside, his boots thudding as he ran off.  Elliot 
strode through the doorway and slammed the door behind 
him.  His thoughts raced.  Gonna be a helluva night.  Blast!



Happy 

New Year

Call for Entries
The San Diego Book and Writing Awards
Categories:
•Published books: Fiction, Non-fiction, Poetry-$25
per entry
•Unpublished: Novel, Memoir-$15 per entry
•Short Story, Poetry, Chapter book-$10 per entry
Eligibility: Open to all writers residing in San Diego
County. Published books must have a 2008 release
date or 2008 copyright.
Entry deadline: February 7, 2009
For complete rules , guidelines, and downloadable
entry form, go to www.sdbooawards.org, or write
to:   San Diego Book Awards Association, Inc.
       P.O. Box 501943
       San Diego, CA 92150-1943

A workshop every 
crime writer should 

attend
On Saturday, January 31, 2009, Carolyn Wheat 

will offer a workshop no writer of crime ýction 

should missé

Seven Secrets of Successful Crime Writers

These are tough times in the publishing business. So 
how can you give your mystery or suspense novel the best 
opportunity to rise to the top of the slush pile? How can 
you recession-proof your plot, characters, and series idea 
so that editors will take a chance on your first book? Even 
in tough times, authors get published, and some authors 
become best sellers. Learn the seven secrets of successful 
crime writers and you’ll be ahead of the game.

Carolyn Wheat is an award-winning mystery writer 
whose book How to Write Killer Fiction has been called 
“indispensable.” She teaches creative writing at USCD 
Extension and at Perelandra College and offers freelance 
editorial services.

The workshop will happen at Perelandra College in 
downtown La Mesa, California, across Spring Street from 
a trolley stop. If you come from afar, fly in, shuttle to Old 
Town, eat at the Old Town Mexican Cafe, sleep in an Old 
Town motel, trolley to the workshop. Easy.

To enroll or for more information, email  Ken Kuhlken, 
Perelandra College, President and Director of Creative 
Writing at kk@perelandra.info, or visit our website—
www.perelandra.edu.

OPEN MIC NIGHT SCORES AGAIN
Another hit for Host Yvonne Nelson Perry

Sometimes hailed—glibly—as part karaoke and part professional performance, the Guild’s Open Mic Night at the 
November 29th meeting brought another deluge of top-flight writing from 14 readers  with three-minute selections each.

“For sure—the Guild has talent,” commented our distinguished SDW/EG member Yvonne Nelson Perry, who serves as 
annual host, moderator, muse and timekeeper at the popular event. “This time we’ve had a great blend of both  published 
and unpublished writing—mini-selections from fiction, non-fiction, poetry, an essay and one memoir.”

Fiction readers included Yvaonne Nelson Perry, Gary Navoy, George Goddard, Martha Wolfsen, Christian Wildfeuer and 
Ralph Cates.

Non-fiction performers: Ellen Shaw Tufts, Gary Winters, Loretta Haas,  Joe Combs and Ruth Leyse-Wallace.
Poetry readers Chloe Edge, James Wright and Ann Tweedy.
A memoir selection from Harry Huntsman rounded out the show, followed by distribution of audience critique cards.
Guild President Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara thanked Yvonne Nelson Perry for her long-due visit.

Woodrow Wilson



CHECK IT OUT:
visit 

sdwritersguild.
org

for pictures and information 

NOT in newsletter as well  as 

a printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.

Are there things you would 

like to see on the website or 

newsletter?

Let Shelley Johnson-

Labertew know by phone or 

email!

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

If you have PSAôs 
from your writing group 
or organization or 
information about your 
own writing successes 
we’ll print them in Check 
it Out... at no charge.  

Remember when 
emailing the editor with 
your submissions to write 
SDW/EG Newsletter/
Web Submission in the 
subject line of your 
email.

FREE WRITERS 
CLASSES OFFERED 

through San Diego Community 
College, Continuing Education.

All classes begin week of 
September 8,2008. Register in 
the first class, you may join the 
class at anytime.

Monday, 10-1 pm, Joyce Beers 
Center, 388-4600 

Wednesday, 12:30-2:30 pm, 
College Ave. Senior Center, 388-
4500

Wednesday,9-12 noon, Penisula 
Senior Service Center, 221-6973

Thursday, 9-12 noon, Peninsula  
Senior Center, 221-6973.

There are other classes with 
computer use, researching. ebay 
and much more. Call  Oasis for 
more information.

GUILD MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

 • Reduced rate for an ad in our newsletter/and on-line.
 • Members may bring your book(s) to any of our regular 

meetings and set up a display table.
 • Members receive annually a directory of members 

produced in February or March.
 • Members can share table space at book fairs, etc. in 

which the guild participates.
• Members can have a manuscript reviewed by a committee 

of experienced writers. All aspects of the manuscript 
Submission Committee are done anonymously.  Committee 
recommendations can be used as reviews by the San Diego 
Public Library for submission for their bookshelf inventory.

Membershiip Renewals for 2009 will be sent out soon

Please note:
We are no longer 

serving beverages at 
the meetings.  You 

are welcome to bring 
your own.

      JOHN F. KENNEDY, INAUGURAL 

SD/PEN INAUGURATES NEW YEAR AND 
NEW VENUE WITH LITERARY MIXER

SAN DIEGO—Calling all writers, editors, and 
publishers—and those who wish to be! The San Diego 
Professional Editors Network (SD/PEN) invites you to 
attend a special literary mixer on Thursday, January 
15, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. in the Joyce Beers Community 
Center (1220Cleveland Avenue).

To inaugurate its new meeting venue and meeting 
day (Thursdays), SD/PEN is hosting a dozen writer, 
editor, and publisher groups, who will each give a 
short presentation about their group’s purpose and 
activities. The presentations will be followed by an 
opportunity to ask questions and meet representatives 
from each group. Among the organizations expected 
to attend are the American Medical Writers 
Association, Publishers and Writers of San Diego, San 
Diego Christian Writers Guild, San Diego Pro Chapter 
of the Society of Professional Journalists, San Diego 
Writers/Editors Guild, the Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators, and the Society for Technical 
Communication. This is a great opportunity to network 
with professionals and enthusiasts involved in the 
literary and publishing community.

The meeting is free and open to the public. For more 
information, please call (619) 281-6951 or visit www.
sdpen.com.

SD/PEN is an association of people who earn their 
living as editors of books, periodicals, and other 
materials. Now celebrating its 23rd year, the groupets 
every odd-numbered month. Its main goals are 
networking among members, providing continuing 
education to members and other editors, and 
educating clients about editing.
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cont from page 1

all wrinkled and rotten. She shrieked and got a plastic bag 
and tossed them all away. The lady was allergic to mold.

The moral of this story is: If something isn’t working 
right for you, change it.

If you continue to do the same thing over and over and 
expect a different outcome-that’s insanity!!

I hereby resolve not to repeat my mistakes (like 
continuing to buy pumpkins). I am free to make new ones! 

ðMARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

A FEW WORDS FROM THE MAN OF THE HOUR...
From the blog of Wendy Hoke when President-elect Obama was asked about books and writing...

There was one question in particular of interest to us book lovers, and that came from a woman who asked what 
Obama would say to young writers. 

He was surprised by the question, which he admitted was one he hadn’t heard before, but didn’t hesitate to answer. He 
referenced his two books, and specifically mentioned how he wrote them himself, along with many of his speeches. With 
a light inflection, he said, “In terms of getting a job, knowing how to write is a good thing.” 

He talked about how he kept a journal, and how it was important for teaching him not only how to write, but also 
how to think. But my favorite part was when he said, “Over the course of four years I made time to read all of the Harry 
Potter books out loud to my daughters. If I can do that and run for president, then you can find time to read to your 
kids. That’s some of the most special time you have with your children.”

 Access Wendy’s  blog at:  http://creativeink.blogspot.com/2008/07/obama-on-writing-and-reading.html

Editor’s Note: I thought it would be  particularly interesting to use quotes this month from some of our national leaders.  
There is such a wealth of imformation on writers and writing online that it was hard to choose.  I hope you enjoy reading 
them as much as I enjoyed finding them for you to read. smj

GETTING TO KNOW YOU . . .  
RICK PETERSON

BY RUTH LEYSE-WALLACE, PH.D.

As a ten-year member of SDW/EG and member of the 
Board of Directors, you will find Rick setting up and taking 
down the tables and chairs for all our meetings. He enjoys 
the SDW/EG meetings for contacts with other writers and 
interesting speakers, which net him a broad view of writing in 
San Diego.

Although not actively writing at the moment, Rick has 
written three thriller novels featuring the same protagonist, 
whose adventures follow his early retirement from the FBI.

Rick’s service in the U.S. Navy, the Naval Reserve, and 
his present position in the Human Resources Service Center 
(for the civilian side of the Navy) provide experience and 
background for his writing. These contribute to his interest in 
television shows such as NCIS (Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service), CSI, and Numb3rs. For his leisure reading Rick 
enjoys spy novels, thrillers, and biographies.

His diverse education includes a degree in political science 
from Illinois Wesleyan University and a multidisciplinary 
Master’s degree in sociology and psychology from U.S. 
International University in San Diego.

Rick began writing professionally as a staff writer for 
the Wholistic Living News (WLN), previously published 
in San Diego. During his five years at WLN Rick covered 
many subjects such as chiropractic, Alexander technique, 
the martial arts, and various forms of bodywork used in 
alternative medicine.

His present activities include the City Speakers 
Toastmasters group downtown; during his nine-year 
membership Rick has served in four club officer positions.

Perhaps members of SDW/EG can inspire Rick to resume 
the process of publishing his novels.

 

ðJOHN QUINCY ADAMS



SDWE/G meets on the fourth Monday of every month except February and September at the Joyce Beers 
Community Center in the Uptown District Shopping Center, between 10th Avenue and Vermont, off Uni-
versity Avenue, just east of Hwy 163 (near Trader Joeôs). The doors open at 6:30 p.m. for socializing and 
the meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. A $5 donation is required from non-members.
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agent, 

Sandra Dijkstra Agency
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John Brizzolara, 
free-lance writer 
with the Reader

MARCH 23
Antoinette Kuritz, 

speaking on 
“Publishing for Success”, 
an interactive workshop 
that will provide insight 

into all the modes of 
publishing and practical 

tools for your decision 
making.
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Lynn Friedmann, 

science writer
(and soon-to-be new 

member)”Science:From 
News Story to Your Story”.
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SDWE/G meets on the fourth Monday of every month except February and September at the Joyce Beers 

The next Meeting of the 
SDW/EG will be: 

6:30P.M.
JANUARY 26TH

Joyce Beers 
Community Center

in Hillcrest
Guests Welcome

$5.00 Donation at door
Note: THIS MEETING IS 

ON THE 4th Monday

San Diego Writers / Editors Guild
P.O. Box 881931
San Diego, California 92168

Taryn Fagerness 
an agent at the 
Sandra Dijkstra 

Agency  speaking 
at the Guild‘s 
January 2008 

meeting.  Taryn 
drew a huge 

audience—she was 
fun and interesting 
and we are thrilled 

to have her back 
again for the 

January 26, 2009 
meeting!


