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JULY 27TH MEETING
Social 6:30 PM     Meeting 7:00 PM

MISSION STATEMENT: THE GUILD SHALL PROMOTE, SUPPORT AND 
ENCOURAGE THE WRITING ARTS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH.
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A WRITING CAREER AFTER 50
PROLIFIC AUTHOR, CARL NELSON, TO TELL HOW ITôS DONE

Thank you to Alijandra Mogilner for your timely presentation on how to be a paid 
professional writer.   Has the world of magazine writing changed? You bet! Al has 
written books and magazines articles for years and to hear her examples of the new 
learning curve that she is experiencing was enlightening. International writing is at 
your fingertips (or as close as your keyboard), if you are willing and able to write 
for foreign markets. She shared some good guidelines with us. See the review of her 
program.

Several guests were on hand to listenða story teller, photographer/writer and 
a ñbadò writer looking for help. We welcomed new member Naomi Anderson from 
Campo.  One of Gered Beebyôs books was a Hollywood Screenwriters contest winner 
recently. Gary Winter got Honorable mention for Poetry in a contest that had over 600 
entries. Ralph Catesô book was runner-up to Chet Cunningham in the SD book awards 
contest. Both Christian Wildfeuer and John 
Wolf gave us updates on their books sales.

Dennis Moore won the door prizeðCarl 
Nelsonôs ,The President and the Admiral. 
Yes, he is still waiting for news on his 
manuscript.

Remember, September 28th-THIRTY YEAR 
Anniversary of the Guild- Plan now, put it on 
your calendar !

Thank you for all your support.

                 pslips@cox.net or 619-223-3634

Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Carl Nelson was educated at the Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Md. He also holds a Master of Science degree in economics/systems 
analysis, and a doctorate in international finance and trade. He is listed in Whoôs Who 
in California, 1989, Whoôs Who in America, 2006, Whoôs Who in American Education, 
2006, and Whoôs Who in the World, 2007.

During his first career, Carl rose from enlisted recruit to highly decorated U.S. Navy 
Captain. He served in many demanding staff positions and commanded five combat 
organizations including the guided missile cruiser U.S.S. Worden CG 18, the frigate 
U.S.S. Cook FF 1083, and the fleet salvage vessel U.S.S. Cocopa ATF 101. He served 
four tours of duty in the Vietnam War one of which was for one year as Senior Advisor 
to the commander of combat riverine operations in the Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ) 
and Logistics base at Nha Be. His war decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze 
Star with combat V, two Air Medals, the Combat Action Medal and 14 others.

Carlôs second career as a professor and writer has spanned twenty-six years. During 
that time he was the professor of international business at the California International 
Business University (CIBU) and has been awarded that schoolôs Distinguished Educator 
Award. Seven of his works of non-fiction, three novels and more than fifty short 
stories, articles, and technical papers have been published. He has also written 
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BY CAROLINE MCCULLAGH

JUNE PROGRAM:
PROLIFIC WRITER, ALIJANDRA MOGILNER, SPOKE 

SPEAKER ALIJANDRA 

MOGILNER AT THE JUNE 

22ND SDWE/G MEETING 

If Alijandra Mogilner, 
known as ñHacksawò to 
some of her friends in 
the guild, had a mantra 
at the June meeting, it 
was, ñI believe in being 
paid for my writing.ò  
She loves to write, but 
she also loves being 
paid, and the way to 
accomplish that is to 
adapt to the changes in 
the world of publishing.  
Alijandra, whoôs had 
more than 1000 articles 
and six books published, 
knows what she was 
talking about.  

The Internet has made 
a huge difference in 
her work as a writer, 
especially as it has 
expanded opportunities 
for sales.  She 

encourages us to think 
internationally.  There 
are many English-
language magazines in 
foreign countries that 
provide new places to 
sell our articles.  Japan 
and India, as well as 
other countries, have 
magazines designed 
to help their readers 
improve their English.  
The editors are 
interested in articles by 
American writers.  Sheôs 
had no problem being 
paid by those magazines.  
Itôs all handled through 
the Internet.

You can find foreign 
magazines through a 
search engine such as 
Google or Bing.com.  You 
simply do a search such 
as ñVietnam +Magazine 
+Englishò and see what 
you come up with. 

She recommends that 
you read one or more 
issues of the magazine 
online or at a public 
or university library 
to find out the level of 
vocabulary to use.  You 
also need to know their 
editorial bias, whether 
the magazine publishes 

American English or 
British English, and 
whether they are formal 
or informal in style.  For 
example, you should 
pay attention to whether 
people are called by 
their first or last names 
and how pronouns and 
adjectives are used.  

Alijandra recommends 
that you not criticize the 
culture of the country.  
Why alienate those 
who might pay you for 
articles?

You should choose 
one or two magazines 
that seem to fit your 
style and write regularly 
for them.  Send them 
combination query/cover 
letters with articles 
attached.  

She doesnôt worry 
about a magazine 
stealing her article.  
Magazines have a 
constant problem finding 
content.  Theyôd rather 
cultivate good writers 
than steal from them.  

You can subscribe to 
many free magazines 
in fields that interest 
you.  You should set 
up a separate email 

account for this part of 
your business.  Look for 
free email that has a 
professional look, but not 
Yahoo, Hotmail, or AOL.  
She also recommends 
that you put yourself 
on Plaxo, Linkedin, and 
Facebook.  Donôt be 
afraid to put yourself out 
there.  Learn the new 
ways of marketing.  

Donôt forget about 
American magazines.  
Use Writersô Market for 
guidelines and also check 
the magazinesô websites.  
Often, very straight 
magazines like light 
articles.  For example, 
the Wall Street Journal 
buys poetry.  As with the 
foreign magazines, find a 
few that publish topics of 
interest to you and write 
specifically for them.

During the question and 
answer time, Alijandra 
answered questions 
about her experiences in 
publishing and her ten 
years as an American 
spyðbut thatôs another 
story.

Thanks, Alijandra, for 
a lively and entertaining 
talk. 

Host: Sacred Rocks Reserve
Location: Sharon Courmousisô Residence
4625 Massachusetts Street
San Diego, CA 92116 US 

PLEASE HELP US!  WE WOULD LIKE YOUR IDEAS AND FEEDBACK ABOUT WHAT AN ARTISTSõ COLONY 
WOULD BE LIKE IF IT SERVED YOU AND YOUR ART FRIENDS IN A COMPLETE WAY.
SACRED ROCKS IS EXPLORING THE IDEA OF ARTISTSõ COLONY IN A BEAUTIFUL LOCATION JUST 

ENOUGH DECOMPRESSION TIME AWAY FROM SAN DIEGO.

Wine and Cheese Party

When: Tuesday, July 21, 5:30PM to 8:00PM    
Phone: (619) 818-8575

Editors note: This is the new group in town.  Sounds like a neat idea.  Why not 
head on over and see whatõs up./  Give Sharon a call...619-818-8575

Wine and Cheese Party



GETTING TO KNOW YOUé  
SUZI MALEY

BY RUTH LEYSE-WALLACE, PH.D.
Suzi is fairly new to SDW/EG, having been invited 

to join by another member about a year ago.  Her 
writing interest is mainly in writing a memoir and 
including material from her investigation of the 
family genealogy. Including the drama and comedy, 
she calls it writing the Dramedy of her life. Perhaps 
writing runs in the family genesðher cousin, Marcia 
Parker is the editor of the Tri-Valley magazine in San 
Ramon, California.

Her personal history has now progressed to her 
early twenties. Growing up and working in Detroit, 
she is a car buff and especially loved her high school 
boyfriendôs 1959 Cadillac Sedan De Ville. She grew 
up immersed in news of the automobile industry 
and has a sense of the circumstances leading to the 
current issues involving General Motors and Chrysler. 
She also was involved in sports, enjoying playing 
softball and hardball. 

Suzi has traced her Dadôs family back to the 1800ôs 
in Scotland, with a few Irish ancestors, migrating 
from Glasgow to Pittsburgh. Her investigation 
uncovered a family surpriseðpreviously unknown 
twin sisters in her Grandmotherôs family. Her 
Motherôs branch of the family tree has roots in 
Lebanon.

Suzi encourages others interested in genealogy to 
visit web sites such as www.FamilySearch.org. You 
may be interested in finding a local Family History 
Center near you to take advantage of their libraries 
which makes other search sites accessible for free.  
Her advice is not to get discouraged about surname 
spellings and dates, most historical records are not 
accurate; stay with your family groupings and youôll 
find your path.

When she isnôt doing family research or attending 
genealogy conferences, Suzi sings in the church 
choir, serves as the Fund Raising Chair for the 
Preschool for her church, and enjoys visiting with 
her daughter and two young grandsons in Temecula. 
She has also been a caregiver for a senior couple 
over ninety years old, two or three days a week for 
the past thirteen years. 

If you attend the next SDW/EG Four Corners 
meeting, and see Suzi in the memoirs corner, 
introduce yourself and welcome a new member.www.SDWriteWay.org

The Free eZine for all 
San Diego writers

Check out the Calendar for a 
complete listing of all Writing Events

Published by Guild member:
Sam Warren

poetry, a movie script, and a stage play. He is 
a member of the Authors Guild of America, PEN 
USA, and is a life member of and twice served as 
president of the San Diego Writers/Editors Guild.

Carlôs long fiction includes: Madam President and 
the Admiral, 2008, a political/military/romance 
thriller that was nominated for a Pulitzer. His novel 
Secret Players, won the San Diego Book Awards 
Association prize of ñbest thrillerò of 2003. His 
first novel, The Advisor (C¹-V©n), is a Vietnam 
War thriller that won the 1989 Southern California 
Writers Conferenceôs award for ñbest fiction.ò

His published non-fiction books include: Import/
Export: How to Take Your Business Across Borders, 
2009, 4th Edition, McGraw-Hill (This book is 
Americaôs ñbest selling, most popular bookò for its 
purpose); also Your Own Import-Export Business: 
Winning the Trade Game (GBTC, 1988); Global 
Success; International Business Tactics of the 1990s 
(TAB-McGraw-Hill, 1990); and Managing Globally: 
A Complete Guide to Competing Worldwide (Irwin, 
1994).

His three book Global Manager Series, published 
by International Thomson Business Press, 
includes: Protocol For Profit: A Managerôs Guide to 
Competing Worldwide, 1998; International Business: 
A Managerôs Guide to Strategy in the Age of 
Globalism, 1998; and Exporting: A Managerôs Guide 
to The World Market, 1999.

In June 2004, Carl won ñfirst Prizeò from the San 
Diego African American Writers & Artists, for his 
short story, ñBokassa Johnson.ò

Carl and his wife Dolores are accomplished 
world travelers, having, in addition to his travels 
with Navy and hers with the Air Force, toured 15 
countries in the past three years.

A WRITING CAREER AFTER 50
cont. from P. 1

ð J.K. ROWLING



DOING A NUMBER ON ENGLISH
BY RICHARD LEDERER

View the 
complete list 

of Richard 
Ledererôs books 

at:
verbivore.com

To order 
Richard 

Ledererôs books 
and calendars 

visit his website 
or call: 

858-549-6788

Recently, some 
organizations in 
Germany joined forces 
to compile a list of the 
hundred words that best 
reflect the twentieth 
century. AIDS, beat, 
bikini, camping, comics, 
computer, design, 
Holocaust, image, jeans, 
pop, single, sex, star, 
stressðEnglish words 
that became part of the 
German language during 
the past hundred yearsð
are featured in the list. 
Thatôs just one piece of 
evidence that English has 
become the closest thing 
that humankind has 
ever had to a universal 
language. 

ñI think that language 
is a mirror of history, 
and these words reflect 
that,ò said Karin Frank-
Cyrus, head of the 
Society for German 
Language. ñThe English 
language has become a 
lingua franca, a language 
that the whole world 
understands.ò

It is said again and 
again these days that 
there are lies, damnable 
lies, and statistics. 
Nonetheless, Americans 
are fascinated with and 
by statistics and take a 
special interest in facts 
that can be quantified. 
Here are some essential 
facts about our English 
tongue, expressed 
statistically:

B Number of 
languages in the world: 
Approximately 6,800, 
50% to 90% of which will 

be extinct in a hundred 
years.

B Number of people 
around the world who 
can be reached by 
English in some form: 
1.5 billion.

B Percentage of those 
people who learned 
English as a second 
(or third or fourth) 
language: 51.5. Both 
China and India have 
more English speakers 
than the United States.

B Number of countries 
or territories in which 
English has official 
status: 87.

B Percentage of the 
worldôs English speakers 
who live in the largest 
English-speaking country, 
the United States: 20.

B Percentage of world 
English that is American 
English: 66.

B Percentage of world 
English that is British 
English: 16.

B Percentage of students 
in the European Union 
studying English: 83.

B Percentage of people 
in the European Union 
who are fluent in 
English: 75.

B Percentage of non-
native speakers around 
the world who are fluent 
in English: 25.

B Percentage of all 
books in the world 
printed in English: 50.

B Percentage of 
international telephone 
calls made in English: 
52.

B Percentage of radio 
programs worldwide 

broadcast in English: 60.
B Percentage of global 

box office from films in 
English: 63.

B Percentage of global 
e-mail in English: 68.

B Percentage of 
international mail and 
telexes written and 
addressed in English: 70.

B Percentage of global 
computer text stored in 
English: 80.

B Percentage of the 
12,500 international 
organizations in the 
world that make use of 
the English language: 
85.

B Percentage of 
those international 
organizations that use 
English exclusively: 33.

B Percentage of all 
English words throughout 
history that no longer 
exist: 85.

B Number of words 
listed in the Oxford 
English Dictionary, 
not counting its 
supplements: 616,500.

B Average number of 
words added to English 
each year: 1,000.

B Number of words in 
the largest dictionaries 
of German, the worldôs 
second largest language: 
185,000.

B Number of words in 
the largest dictionaries 
of Russian, the world's 
third largest language: 
130,000.

B Number of words in 
the largest dictionaries 
for French and Spanish, 
tied for the worldôs 
fourth largest language: 

100,000.
B Borrowed words in 

English versus native 
(Anglo Saxon) words, 
expressed as a ratio: 
3:1.

B Number of languages 
in the English 
vocabulary: 300.

B Percentage of English 
words made from Latin 
word parts: 50. 

B Number of words the 
average English speaker 
actually recognizes: 
10,000-20,000.

B Percentage of 
the average English 
speakerôs conversation 
made up of the most 
frequently used 737 
words: 96. 

Of Interest...
submitted by Ruth Leyse-Wallace

I just received a notice regarding the Google Settlement Claims for the 
lawsuit over digitizing books and ñinserts.ò It is rather long, but I thought the 
newsletter readers would like to have the URL to look at it.      

googlebooksettlement.com      
Authors have a number of options, but there are some deadlines.



The SDW/EG general meetings are at 6:30PM on the fourth 
Monday of each month in the Joyce Beers Community 
Center in Hillcrest in the Uptown Shopping Center across 
from Trader Joeôs at 3900 Vermont Street, San Diego.

VISIT 
SDWRITERSGUILD.ORG

for pictures and 
information NOT 

in newsletter as well  as a 
printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.
Are there things 

you would like to see on 
the website or newsletter?  

Notify
 Shelley Johnson-Labertew 

by phone or email:
Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

253-277-0277

President - Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Vice-President - Bob Doublebower
Secretary - Judy Edelblute
Treasurer - Gene Elmore
Membership - Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
Webmaster - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
At-Large - Ellen Shaw Tufts
At-Large - Gered Beeby
At-Large - Ruth Leyse-Wallace  
At-Large - Sam Warren

SAN DIEGO WRITERS / EDITORS GUILD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Post Office Box 881931 
San Diego, California 

92168 
Phone

(619)-223-3634 
(253)-277-0277

Weôre on the Web!
sdwritersguild.org

Deadline for submission 
to 

The Writerôs Life is 
the 8th of the month of 

publication.  
E-mail copy and 
photographs to: 

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net
NOTE: All email 

submissions must have:
SDWEG Newsletter/Web

in subject bar to 
guarantee consideration.

Please include your 
telephone number and/

or email address. 
We accept news, 

events, prose, expert 
opinions, letters to 
the editor and cash 

donations.  
We reserve the right 
to edit any material 

submitted.

THE WRITERôS LIFE 

IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

BY THE SAN DIEGO 

WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD

THE WRITERôS LIFE \J IJXNLS 
\JGXNYJX KTW

FZYMTWX 
Search Engine 
Optimization

Site Design & Hosting

 Desktop Publishing

Ad Design

contact:
Ken@MystiqueMedia.net   

COME CELEBRATE WITH US
SAN DIEGO WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD 

30TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH AT 6:00PM

CASA GUADALAJARA RESTAURANT IN OLD TOWN
$15.00, MEMBERS AND SPOUSES OR SIGNIFICANT OTHERS, PAST ODIN HONOREES,  PAST PRESIDENTS AND THEIR SPOUSES

 $20.00 GUESTS 
PAID IN ADVANCE, PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SDW/EG

MAIL CHECK TO: PO BOX 881931 Å SAN DIEGO, CA 92168 
PLEASE INCUDE NAMES AND PHONE NUMBER



The Business Side 
of Writing

What Every Author Needs 
to Know About the Business 
of Publishing. In this four-
hour workshop, Agent Taryn 
Fagerness will teach writers 
how to think about their 
work in a whole new way: 
the way that will help their 
project get SOLD. Saturday, 
July 11. Register now, Tarynôs 
workshops always fill quickly.

PAST ODIN AWARD RECIPIENTS
For Stimulating the Writing Arts

Å        Joan Oppenheimer  San Diego writing teacher (private)    1998
Å Pearl Silvernail   San Diego writing teacher (public school)  1998
Å Mike McCarthy   Magazine Publisher     1998
Å Bob Holt   Founder/Director of Book Forum   1998
Å Chet Cunningham  Founder/Director SD Book Awards   1999
Å Michael Steven Gregory  Director Southern Cal. Writers Conference  1999
Å Betty Johnson   San Diego writing instructor    1999
Å Betty Abell Jurus  Founder Writer's Haven & So. Cal. Writerôs Conf.   2000
Å Dean Nelson   Jounalism, Point Loma Nazarene College   2000
Å Jack Webb   Editor/Director Border voices     2000
Å Judy Reeves   Co-founder Writing Center          2001
Å Arthur Salm   Book Editor, Union-Tribune    2004 
Å Richard Lederer   English language/talks & books    2004  
Å Judy Cullins   Writing Teacher      2004 

For their Body of Published Work
Å  Victor Villasenor  Author/Cal. hispanic literature    2001
Å  Quincy Troupe   Poet       2001
Å  Richard Louv   Newspaper columnist/ author    2004  
Å  Susan Vreeland   Novelist       2004  
Å  Steve Kowit   Poet       2004 
Å  David Brin   Novelist/SciFi      2004  
Å  T. Jefferson Parker  Novelist/Detective     2004   

Call for Submissions 
SDW, Inkôs Anthology
A Year in Ink, Vol III 
Editors Jennifer Silva Redmond and 

Roger Aplon 

Weôre looking for San Diegoôs finest 
writingðstories, poems, creative 
nonfiction, essays, flash fiction, 
excerpts from novels or memoirs. 
Send us your wild, your imaginative, 
your most heart-felt--the yet-to-be 
published work you consider your 
best. 

Submission deadline: August 1, 
2009. 

Visit our website for more 
information. 

www.sandiegowriters.org

A TRIO OF INTERESTING WRITING CLASSES FROM 
SAN DIEGO WRITERS, INC.

Hot Nights, 
Wild Women

Bring your outlaw-self to 
this four-session writing 
workshop and explore your 
Wild Woman voice with 
writer/teacher Judy Reeves. 
Tuesdays, July 14 - Aug. 4.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE 
CLASSES AND OTHER CLASSES, 

MEETINGS AND SEMINARS AT 
SAN DIEGOWRITERS.ORG



ñAnd you are?ò
He handed her his card.  ñIôm Lieutenant Rene 

Antoine LeBecque of the Montreal Police.  Your set is 
a crime scene.  Itôs off limits until further notice.ò 

Madeline was about to tell him what he could do 
with his crime scene, but something stopped her.   

STORY A LA CARTE PART VIII

What does Madeline Block decide to share with 
monsieur, the  Lt. LeBecque?  You decide, write it 
then submit it to Bob Doublebower.

Story A La Carte is the brainchild of Guild Member 
Bob Doublebower.  We can have a lot of fun with this 
format... only limited by your imaginations.  Each 
month we will present a new section, about 200 
words in length.  

For most writers 200 words consists of thinking 
time and an hour of writing and editing.  It will be a 
one time deal, help hone your writing skills plus give 
you a chance to show of your prose.

So put on your thinking cap and come up 
with part IV.  Then write it up and email to: 
doublebower@sbcglobal.net

GIVE US YOUR TAKEé

BY CAROLINE MCCULLAGH

GIVE US YOUR TAKEé

Madeline was used to getting her own way, so used 
to it that sheôd almost forgotten it was possible not 
to.  Life was about to surprise her.

Her first thought when she saw him was, ñWow!ò  
He had his back to her.  He was tall, with black 

hair, wide shoulders, narrow hips, and an expensive 
looking suit that emphasized the athleticism of his 
body.  

Sheôd intended to brush past him.  Good-looking 
men were common in her business.  But heôd turned 
when he heard her behind him.  

ñDouble wow!ò She thought.  ñThe frontôs better 
than the back.ò

He held up his hand to stop her.  ñMadame, can I 
help you?ò  He had a slight French accent.

Sheôd intended to ignore him, but not now.  ñNo, 
you canôt help me.  Iôm going back to work.ò

ñIôm sorry, Madame, but thatôs not possible.ò
ñNot possible!  Iôm Madeline Block.  This is my set.ò
ñNo longer, Madame.  Not until weôre finished with 

iit.ò

Advertising Rates for The Writerôs Life
Ad Size Dimensions 

(inches)
General Price 
per Month

Member Price 
per Month

4 Month Pack-
age

Guild 4 Month 
Package

1/4 column 3.5 x 1.75 $4.00 $3.60 $14.00 $12.80
1/3 column 3.5 x 3.5 $6.00 $5.40 $21.00 $19.20
1/2 column 3.5 x 5 $8.00 $7.20 $28.00 $25.60
1/3 page 3.5 x 7.5 $10.00 $9.00 $35.00 $32.00
1/2 page 6 x 7.5 $12.00 $10.80 $42.00 $38.40
Full Page 7.5 x 10 $15.00 $13.60 $52.50 $48.00

Deadline for advertising is the 25th of the month prior to desired publication.

Note: there is a small set  up fee for adds not properlay laid out or done in Microsoft Word

REVIEWERS NEEDED!

LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE GOOD REVIEWERS
The Guildôs Manuscript Review Program is looking for a few more good manuscript reviewers to add to our current 

panel.  Three-page previews and 30-page segments are reviewed.  Please e-mail interest, along with genres in which you 
work, to doublebower@sbcglobal.net.  




