
www.sandiegowritersguild.org
www.sdwritersguild.org
www.sandiegowritersguild.org
www.sdwritersguild.org

MARCH 23rd MEETING
Social 6:30 PM     Meeting 7:00 PM

MISSION STATEMENT: THE GUILD SHALL PROMOTE, SUPPORT AND 
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The Prez Says...

FOUNDER OF THE LA JOLLA WRITERS CONFERENCE

ANTOINETTE KURITZ
Founder of the La Jolla Writers Conference, host of Writerõs Roundtable Radio 

Show, and KUSI-TVõs book and publishing expert, Antoinette Kuritz is a literary 
publicist who has taken clients to the NY Times and Wall Street Journal best seller 
lists.  Antoinette speaks regularly at conferences throughout the country, and for the 
past two years headed up the Advance Publicity section of Publishing University for 
the then PMA, now IBPA.

 Publishing for Success
400,000 books were published in 2007.  Put end to end, they would stretch 5 miles, 

certainly a greater distance than the shelf space in any book store! 
Who is publishing these books?
How are they publishing them?
What are the current effective modes of publication?
What are the pros and cons of each?
How do you know which is the right publication route for you?
 Ms. Kuritz will provide insight into all of the roads to publication and practical 

tools for deciding which course is right for you and your book.

     
Imagine for a moment that you are in a space surrounded by fellow writers. You are talking, listening, and sharing a common 

experienceñbeing a writer.  Yes, this looks like a òsocialó event, but it is a comfortable place to be. The most productive place 
for writing might be your quiet place, but in order to keep in touch with the outside world, you need to venture out your door.

So here you are at a San Diego Writers/Editors Guild meeting. Guests and members have an opportunity to share what success 
they have had lately. For instance, Christian Wildfeuerõs  book is finished, and self-published. He will bring copies of Trajan 
next month to show and sell. He has been a member for over a year. His comment on the support he has gotten with the guild 
was summed up by the comment, òYou Rock!!ó A visitor said that she wasnõt sure which kind of writing she wanted to do, but 
she wants to do it. (We can relate to that). During our òsharing and braggingó time, Ralph Cates had his novel, Black October, 
to sell. He gave us the perfect òelevatoró speech (see last monthõs review of Tarynõs program from the viewpoint of a Literary 
Agent). He recently spoke to a group and sold 14 books. It is rumored that Hollywood is circulating his book. Is there a movie 
in the offing? Heaven knows they need some new story lines.

The first door prize, a Barnes & Noble gift card was won by Board member, Ellen Shaw Tufts. She is the friendly lady that 
greets you at the door. Then Ralph Cates generously donated a copy of Black October as another prize. This was won by Board 
member Gered Beebe. What fun we have !

Reminder: you are welcome to bring in drinks or snacks for yourself to the meeting. In the neighborhood around the Joyce 
Beers center there are; Starbucks, Trader Joeõs, Ralphõs, and pizza and sub shop , mid-eastern food. Lots of tummy-filling 

cont. p.7 Prez says

Special Note to 
Members:

2009 Directory will be 
available at this Mon-
dayõs Guild meeting.

Many thanks to 
Rick Peterson.



Editor Redmond Shares in February
 Sunbelt Publications Editor-in Chief Jennifer Silva Redmond 

parlayed her outstanding experience, talent and obvious joy for 
her lifework to present Guild members a current view of the state 
of self-publishing and the prestigious local publisher/distributor 
at the February 23 meeting.

 And all agreed, members and guests, it was a 
dynamic evening of updates and changes within the 
highly successful El Cajon based publisher with an 
added bonus of changes in the air for   Sunbeltõs El 
Cajon facility.

 Sunbelt was established (during the pre-internet 
era) in 1984, initially as a small press supplying 
regional books and maps to major bookstores.

 Ms. Redmond came aboard in 2000 and 
under her progressive leadership Sunbelt 
continues  to celebrate the cultural and 
natural history of the Californias and 
Mexico.

 Traditionally, Sunbelt Press (www.
sunbeltbooks.com) caters to Southwest 
interest along with Baja California and 
Mexico including childrenõs books, histories, 
biographies, special interest guidebooks, earth 
sciences and crafts. 

As a rule, distributors such as Sunbelt act as an 
arm for the author or authorõs agent, offering new 
ideas to key bookstores such as Barnes & Noble, 
Borders and smaller stores including D.G. Wills in La 
Jolla and Bluestocking Books in Hillcrest.

 However, Ms. Redmond noted that recently òwe have tried 
to partner with books in the public and private sector which are 

BY ELLEN SHAW TUFTS

BLAZING NEW TRAILS AT SUNBELT
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highly successful El Cajon based publisher with an 
added bonus of changes in the air for   Sunbeltõs El 

 Sunbelt was established (during the pre-internet 
era) in 1984, initially as a small press supplying 

biographies, special interest guidebooks, earth 

As a rule, distributors such as Sunbelt act as an 
arm for the author or authorõs agent, offering new 
ideas to key bookstores such as Barnes & Noble, 
Borders and smaller stores including D.G. Wills in La 

òWe still 

have personal 

visits,ó said this 

marvelous vital 

publisher, òauthors still 

appear with book 

manuscripts.ó

basically non-profit!ó that were published since 2000 by Sunbelt.  
As an example she mentioned the highly popular Anza-Borrego 

Desert: A Photographic Essay with its close alliance to The 
Anza-Borrego Foundation Institute (ABFI) and its ecological 
thrust.

 And she believes publishing partnerships are part of a 
burgeoning creativity in developing financial   support 
for non-profits.

 The speaker clarified the concepts of self-
publishing vs the vanity press: An easy way to 
distinguish between them is to òask yourself, who 
owns the books?ó

 Redmond concluded by fielding questions 
about Sunbelt, trends in publishing and 
distribution vis-a-vis  on-line booksellers as 
www.amazon.com, e-books, and print on 
demand (POD).

 All potential authors are urged to visit 
the web site (www.sunbeltbooks.com) 

for more information on how to visit the 
warehouse and editorial facility.
 òWe still have personal visits,ó said this 

marvelous vital publisher, òauthors still appear 
with book manuscripts.ó

òFood for Thoughtó 
Delectably delicious stories read aloud

April 18, 2009 at 2:00 pm

Cygnet Theatre/Rolando Stage
6663 El Cajon Blvd
San Diego, CA 92115

Tickets are $12 - Seniors or Students are $10
Call 619-297-8953 or email 
writeoutloudsd@gmail.com for reservations
Please pass along the attached postcard to all 
your literature-hungry friends!

WRITE OUT LOUD  also presents

VOICES OF IRELAND 
stories by and about the Irish  

April 28 at 7:30pm - Lyceum Theatre - Horton Plaza.  

This special performance is not included in our regular season.  

òCead Mile Failteó

Mark your calendar for the next 
WRITE OUT LOUD performances...



Novels by Carl Nelson
Available at all major bookstores, online and at:

NEW CENTURY PRESS Å 1055 Bay Blvd, Suite C, Chula Vista, CA 91911
Ph: 800-519-2465 Å 619-476-7400 Å Fax: 619-476-7474 Å www.newcenturypress.com

  

òFinalistó National Best Books 2008 Awards! Nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, 
Madam President and the Admiral is about saving earth from itself. Realizing that 
between 1970 and the present, human activity has depleted one-third of earthõs 
natural wealth: Fresh cover, fresh water, marine fisheries, and fossil fuel President 
Abigail Cass Steele faces the long term destruction of the planet at the same time she 
must deal with potential combat with China, This love story, wrapped in war, crosses 
genre boundaries taking the reader to scenes of fierce battle as well as personal and 
political tragedy on the home front. 

Secret Players
Secret Players, Carl Nelsonõs second novel, was recently recognized as òbest 

thrilleró of 2003 by the prestigious San Diego Book Awards Association. Covering 
the last 50 years of the twentieth century, Secret Players moves back and forth 
between America and Japan. Opening with a tale of gripping terror aboard ship, 
it then chronicles the story of the post war lives of an American and Japanese 
man who first met in that WW II sea battle. Secret Players is about international 
intrigue and behind-the-scenes power run amok. But is also about how their 
families become intertwined. The finale is between the two men and their wives 
who intervene to prevent another mass war. A metaphor for the hate existent in the 
modern world of terror, the book shakes the reader in light of 9/11 and questions 
whether there can ever be reconciliation. A challenging read.

The Advisor
The Advisor (Co-van) won the first Southern California Writers Conference 

òbest fictionó award, It is about sailors, SEALs and Marines fighting for 
Vietnamõs freedom at the end of that controversial war. Commander Blake 
Lawrence, a blue water officer, must adapt to a foreign culture and treacherous 
riverine guerrilla warfare in the brown water of the Rung Sat Special Zone 
(RSSZ). There, he fights the Vietcong and his own admiral to protect the Long 
Tau Channel, the most strategic river in the Vietnam War. In 1975, back at sea 
in command of a destroyer, Blake witnesses òBlack April,ó the loss of South 
Vietnamõs freedom. 

Paid Advertisement

 www.carl-a-nelson.com



LOOKING AT LANGUAGE

BY RICHARD LEDERER

It has recently come to light 
that mothers in South Korea 
have been going to great 
lengths to give their children 
not just a leg up, but a tongue 
up on speaking English. 
Not only do these ambitious 
parents play their children 
English nursery rhymes in the 
womb, hire pricey tutors for 
their toddlers and send their 
preschoolers to America to 
pick up the accent. Now, in an 
effort to give their children 
an advantage in a highly 
competitive global society, the 
parents are turning to surgery 
to sort out misplaced l and r 
sounds. The procedure, which 
takes 20-30 minutes under 
local anesthetic, involves 
snipping the thin tissue under 
the tongue to make it longer 
and supposedly nimbler. 

The mania to learn standard 
English has even induced 
changes in the Korean 
language, like ògoose fathers.ó 
These are dads who work in 
South Korea and fly to the 
United States for seasonal 
reunions with their kids 
ñ who have been transplanted 
to the America just to learn 
English.

This flap about a flap of 
skin in South Korea is just 
one example that English has 
become the closest thing this 
planet has ever had to being 
a universal language. Like 
it or curse it, about one out 
of every six of us riding this 
planet use English in some 
form. 51.5 percent of those 
people learned English as a 
second (or third or fourth) 
language. China and India 
each have more English 
speakers than the United 
States!

 A little more than 
1,000 years ago, the Vikings 
conquered England. Today itõs 
the English are conquering 
Scandinavia, through their 

language. Most of the children 
in Norway, Finland, Sweden 
and Denmark learn English by 
the age of 10, partly because 
larger businesses require 
English to be used as the 
official language.

Recently, some 
organizations in 
Germany joined 
forces to compile 
a list of the 
hundred words 
that best reflect 
the 20th century. 
AIDS, beat, bikini, 
camping, comics, 
computer, design, 
Holocaust, image, 
jeans, pop, single, sex, star, 
stress -- English words that 
became part of the German 
language during the past 
hundred years -- are featured in 
the list. òI think that language 
is a mirror of history, and these 
words reflect that,ó observed 
the head of the Society for 
German Language. òThe 
English language has become a 
lingua franca, a language that 
the whole world understands.ó

A professor of English 
emeritus at National Taiwan 
University fears that the spread 
of English is doing subtle 
damage: òChina has always 
been a civilization of great 
politeness and courtesy,ó she 
sighed. òBut now our young 
people through the English 
theyõre studying, are learning 
to be so off handed. They say 
ôHiõ to everyone they greet, 
and everything is ôOK.õó 

Horrors!
 Teaching English as 

a second language has become 
a multimillion-dollar business 
the world over. Reported the 
director of Bogotaõs Winston-
Salem Language School, 
òEnglish is the most profitable 
business in Colombia ð next to 
drug trafficking, of course.ó

The majority of best-selling 

songs world wide have English 
titles. òEnglish was lyrics to 
me before it was a language,ó 
said the lead singer for a 
popular Japanese group.

 Moscow Radio has been 
running a series of programs 

designed to teach the 
essential vocabulary 

of capitalist 
society. òTrading 

Wordsó teaches 
its eager 
listeners the 

meanings of 
phrases such as 

òLetõs talk about 
that over lunchó 

and òDo we have a 
deal?ó

Cuba has been replacing 
the teaching of Russian with 
the teaching of English. In 
discussing the role of English 
in Cubaõs elementary-school 
curriculum, Fidel Castro 
commented, òAlthough 
we might not like it, itõs a 
universal language, much 
easier to learn than Russian 
and more precise above all in 
technical matters.ó

India, with 179 languages, 
relies on English to unify the 
country. òI could never have 
married my husband without 
it,ó said one Indian woman. 
òHe comes from the north and 
speaks Hindi. Iõm from the 
west coast and speak Konkani. 
I still have trouble speaking 
with his mother, although I 
suppose thatõs not such a bad 
thing.ó

The English language 
continues to be one of 
the worldõs great growth 
industries, adding about a 
thousand new words a year to 
its word store and, since World 
War II, garnering new speakers 
at an annual rate of more than 
two percent. Over the course of 
a millennium and a half, it has 
evolved from the rude tongue 
of a few isolated Germanic 

tribes into an international 
medium of exchange in 
science, commerce, politics, 
diplomacy, tourism, literature 
and pop culture. If our 
descendants ever make contact 
with articulate beings from 
other planets and other solar 
systems, English will beam its 
vocabulary across outer space 
and become a truly universal 
language. 

ENGLISH IS EVERYWHERE 
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The San Diego Writers / Editors Guild has a Manuscript Evaluation Program.
Members of the Guild may submit up to 30 pages of their novel, short fiction or

memoir for evaluation by the Guildõs Recommendation Committee. The fee is $20.

The Committee members will critique the manuscript and assign a rating, either Highest Recommendation, Highly Recommended, Recommended 
or No Recommendation. This evaluation can then be used by the author when contacting agents, editors and publishers.

To submit your manuscript, download these documents and forms from the Guildõs website, and follow the instructions:
        * Author Procedure
        * Preview Submission Form
        * SRC Procedures and Summary
        * Manuscript Evaluation Form 
If you want to participate in this program and are not a member, you will need to join the Guild.
If you have any questions, please contact the Manuscript Coordinator.
For more information go to www.sdwritersguild.org and click on Manuscript Evaluation Program.
The Guild review process was recently accepted as a òreviewó by the San Diego Public Library.  According to the librarian, having a legitimate 

review is the only way to get your book onto the libraryõs shelves.

Reviewers 
Needed!

The SDW/EG general meetings are at 6:30PM on the fourth Monday 
of each month in the Joyce Beers Community Center in Hillcrest in the 
Uptown Shopping Center across from Trader Joeõs at 3900 Vermont 
Street, San Diego.

VISIT 
SDWRITERSGUILD.ORG

for pictures and 
information NOT 

in newsletter as well  as a 
printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.
Are there things 

you would like to see on the 
website or newsletter?  

Notify
 Shelley Johnson-Labertew 

by phone or email:
Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

253-277-0277

President - Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Vice-President - Bob Doublebower
Secretary - Judy Edelblute
Treasurer - Gene Elmore
Membership - Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
Webmaster - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
At-Large - Ellen Shaw Tufts
At-Large - Gered Beeby
At-Large - Ruth Leyse-Wallace  
At-Large - Sam Warren

SAN DIEGO WRITERS & EDITORS GUILD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Post Office Box 881931 
San Diego, California 92168. 

Phone
(619)619-223-3634 

Fax
(253)277-0277

Weõre on the Web!
sdwritersguild.org

Deadline for submission to 
The Writerõs Life is the 10th 
of the month of publication.  

E-mail copy and 
photographs to: 

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net
NOTE: All email 

submissions must have:
SDWEG Newsletter/Web

in subject bar to guarantee 
consideration.

Please include your 
telephone number and/or email 

address. 
We accept news, events, 

prose, expert opinions, 
letters to the editor and cash 

donations.  
We reserve the right to edit 

any material submitted.

THE WRITERõS LIFE 
IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 

THE SAN DIEGO 
WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD

LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE GOOD REVIEWERS
The Guildõs Manuscript Review Program is looking for a few more good manuscript reviewers to add to our current panel.  Three-page previews 

and 30-page segments are reviewed.  Please e-mail interest, along with genres in which you work, to doublebower@sbcglobal.net.  

THE WRITERõS LIFE WE DESIGN 
WEBSITES FOR

AUTHORS 
Search Engine Optimization

Site Design & Hosting

 Desktop Publishing

Ad Design

contact:
Ken@MystiqueMedia.net   



STORY A LA CARTE
Part  IV

Submitted by Gered Beeby 
Novelist and Screenwriter 

It was a dark and stormy night and now its raining rocks? Or is 
it merely what goes up, must come down? You get to help us all 
learn the truth with your next submission.

Story A La Carte is the brainchild of Guild Member Bob 
Doublebower.  We can have a lot of fun with this format... only 
limited by your imaginations.  Each month we will present a new 
section, about 200 words in length.  

For most writers 200 words consists of thinking time and an 
hour of writing and editing.  It will be a one time deal, help hone 
your writing skills plus give you a chance to show of your prose.

So put on your thinking cap and come up with part IV.  Then 
write it up and email to: doublebower@sbcglobal.net

Give us your takeé

     A tentative drop, then two, then hundreds more. Savage rain 
lashed the two men. An instant flash heralded the rumble from 
above ð close. 

    Grabbing his retreating companion, Elliot yells, òHey pal, ya 
canõt drag my ass out here é again, cold-cock yourself é again, 
then hope itõll all wash away with the pristine dew of morning. 
Look at me!ó

    Lee, surprised by the anger and the eloquence, slowly 
turned. òItõs no good, olõ buddy, boss man. Iõm all conflustered.ó

    òWell, dear me. So that means ya canõt find your ass with 
both hands! We gotta stick this out é all night, if thatõs what it 
takes.ó Elliot glanced upward. The storm promised to keep them 
company. 

    Obscured from Earthly view, a giant hovering craft re-
acquired its objects of interest. 

    òDirect control, I must take,ó Bogs maneuvered back, lights 
dimmed on counter-phase. òCarbon forms, detect us they cannot. 
Assist us also, their precipitation does.ó

    Xant examined data. òSpecifications, follow we must. 
Replication mechanisms, the carbon forms must demonstrate. 
But é a breeding conjunction, these two cannot make.ó

    Far below, under a small stand of aspens, the seekers of 
extra-terrestrial truth huddled and shivered. òHey boss, I wuz 
thinkinõ éó Lee started.

    òYeah, so thrill me. And by the way, with all your pondering, 
what do suppose happens when we try to explain this to 
Madeline?ó

 Listed in Writerõs Market, Poets and Writers, and other 
literary references. 

Visit the website at www.shortstorycompetition.com for further 
background and listings of previous winners.

 For fiction writers to review.

$2,000 Awaits Winners 
of the Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition

Entries are now being accepted for the 2009 Lorian 
Hemingway Short Story Competition, created to recognize and 
encourage the efforts of writers who have not yet achieved 
major-market success. 

Writers will compete for a $1,000 first prize, $500 second 
prize, and $500 third prize in this internationally acclaimed 
competition. Several honorable mentions are also awarded each 
year.

Stories in all genres of fiction are welcome. Maximum length 
is 3,000 words, and writers retain all rights to their work. The 
final deadline is May 15, 2009; winners will be announced at the 
end of July.

For complete guidelines, please visit www.
shortstorycompetition.com, e-mail shortstorykw@aol.com, 
or send an SASE to the Lorian Hemingway Short Story 
Competition, P.O. Box 993, Key West, FL  33041.

LORIAN HEMINGWAY SHORT 
STORY COMPETITION 

Editors Only www.editorsonly.com 

Editors Only is a monthly newsletter devoted to magazine and 
newspaper editing. The site features frequently updated classified 
listings for editors, a list of editorsõ associations, and books to 
help editors master their craft.

Future plans include special reports about the publishing 
industry.

Contact:Meredith L. Dias
Research Editor
Editors Only
http://editorsonly.com 
Tel: 1 860-881-2300 ext. 304

 
Bonnie ZoBell:
West Coast Literary Doings
www.bonniezobell.com

Information on most writing organizations, readings, classes 
and so on in San Diego and other major West Coast cities.

NEW WEST COAST LITERARY 
WEBSITE JUST LAUNCHED




