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MISSION STATEMENT: THE GUILD SHALL PROMOTE, SUPPORT AND 
ENCOURAGE THE WRITING ARTS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH.
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TRAVEL RACONTEUR

JIM BENNING

Ióve always considered my hotel rooms to be refugesðplaces where, 
no matter how foreign the culture around me, I could retreat and 
unwind, free from the challenges and confusion of the outside world. 
That was particularly true in China. Iôd arrived with only a few words 
of Chinese at my disposal: ñhello,ò ñthank youò and, as a result of an 
ill-fated attempt at a community college Mandarin course, ñI like to 
eat rice.ò While I had little trouble procuring a bland, starchy lunch, 
other tasks, such as asking for directions or buying a train ticket, 
often devolved into exhausting games of charades. The language 
barrier felt as insurmountable as the Great Wall, and at the end of 
each day, my well of patience having run dry, I would escape into the 
safe confines of my hotel room.

Thatôs exactly where my wife, Leslie, and I wound up after exploring 
the northern city of Xian late one afternoon. So when the telephone 

What an eye-opening program!  We enjoyed hearing about our guests, and one of the ladies won the 
raffle prize- Carl Nelsonôs book,ò Madam President and the Admiralò. We welcomed Deborah Harnden as 
a new member.

If you thought that being a science writer is a niche profession, welcome to the 21st century. Lynne 
Friedmann shared many examples of science not only in our everyday life, but our writing as well.  Be 
sure to read Ellenôs review of our program.

The 15th annual SD Book and Writing Awards will have its ceremony on 5/16/09. At our meeting on 
the 25th, I will be able to announce some of the winners. There are several members of the Guild that 
have made it to the finals. Check their website for the results.  www.sdbookawards.org

Update on member John Cain, a book writer and musician. He hasnôt been able to attend meetings 
because he has a gig on Sundays & Mondays from 6-9 PM. You can find him at TRULUCKS in La Jolla 
adjacent to the Hyatt Hotel, in the Aventine Center, 8990 University Center Lane. It is a seafood 
restaurant with a lounge and piano bar. cont. p.6 Prez says

I didnôt actually receive any bio information on this months speaker so I went 
to the web/blog site, worldhum.com and purloined a fun article he has posted.  
If he talks like he writes you are in for a fascinating evening with Travel Writer 
Jim Benning.   Editor

When the phone rang in his hotel room in Xian, China, 
Jim Benning expected to face a frustrating language 

barrier. He never could have imagined a woman with a sultry 
voice cooing at the other end.

Ióve always considered my hotel rooms to be refugesðplaces where, 
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